From the Pastor

JUNE 2017

Greetings,

Our guest speaker at the synod assembly said he believes our bigThis Sunday, June 4, we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. (Wear red to gest fear today is living lives that are useless. He believes what’s
worship!) The book of Acts tells us about the Spirit coming upon on most people’s hearts and minds is, “Does my life have purthe disciples, enabling them to preach Christ so that others could pose?”
hear the good news in their own language.
Not only do our lives have purpose as we experience, live out,
and proclaim the love of Christ; each person has something
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a vio- unique to contribute to the whole. When one or more of us hold
back, draw back, or entirely leave, we all are weakened. The body
lent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.3Divided
of Christ is strengthened as each person brings their unique pertongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
sonality, Spiritual gifts, and life experiences for the common
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them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
good.
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:1-4
Our visioning process continues on Sunday, June 11, as Assistant
to the Bishop, Pastor David Sprang returns to worship with us,
preach, and lead us in the third phase of our visioning process
following worship. We are moving toward choosing one to three
areas of focus for our renewal: Evangelism, Leadership, Cultural
Awareness, Spiritual Formation, Stewardship, Worship, and Community Involvement. These areas have been found to be the seven most effective ways to begin renewal.

First Corinthians tells us that the Spirit brings the ability to see
Jesus and gives us spiritual gifts that bless the entire body of
Christ.
3Therefore

I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of
God... can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit... 7To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good... 12For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ.13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body...
1 Corinthians 12:3-4a,7,12-13a

Please come on Sunday, June 11, add your voice to this process,
you’re the one and only YOU. Your life and voice has meaning
and contributes to the common good, which is the body of
Christ.

These are the gifts listed in Acts.

May the Spirit who enables us to see Jesus and gives us our
unique spiritual gift mix, fill us with all boldness and strength to
do our part for the renewal of Hope Lutheran. May Christ make
our life purpose bold – to proclaim the gospel of the good news
of Christ to the entire world – using our uniqueness. May God,
the one who created you, help you speak the language of love of
Christ with your whole life, with all your unique you-ness to the
entire world, for the common good.

8To

one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits,
to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. Acts 2:8-11

My first class in seminary was a two-week-long all-day class called In Christ,
Unity and Diversity. It helped us understand the beauty and vitality Pastor Kari
that occurs when we value diversity and see the unity and connectedness of the body of Christ. The Spirit gives each of us different gifts so each one can add something unique to the whole.
Each individual is unique, contributing something special. More
diversity, more gifts in the body of Christ.
In the last three weeks in worship here at Hope Lutheran we’ve
had diversity of leadership and style. Our guest preacher, Pastor
Tom Pedersen, three weeks ago, the youth leading us in worship
two Sundays ago, and this past Sunday worshipping in the round
through our Joyful Summer Worship! Diversity blesses the whole,
for the common good.
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JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
JUNE 4

JUNE 11

9:30 WORSHIP

9:30 AM WORSHIP

Assisting Minister: JUDI GAGE

Assisting Minister: NANCY GREGORY

Reader: JUDI GAGE

Reader: VERONICA JOHNSON

Cantor: no cantor needed

Cantor: no cantor needed

Acolyte:

Acolyte: VERONICA JOHNSON

Altar Guild: DIANNA SHERMAN

Altar Guild: DIANNA SHERMAN

Ushers/Sound: KEITH GAGE

Ushers/Sound: KEITH GAGE

Greeters: SIGRID LA LIBERTЀ AND LAURA MOORE

Greeters:

Coffee Hour: BILL & PAT VANCE

Coffee Hour: POTLUCK TODAY

Flowers:

Flowers:

Communion Bread: ANDREW ADAMS

Communion Bread: ANDREW ADAMS

JUNE 18

9:30 AM WORSHIP

JUNE 25

FATHER’S DAY

9:30 AM WORSHIP
Assisting Minister: SANDY FLETCHER

Assisting Minister: BRIAN ROBLYER

Reader: SANDY FLETCHER

Reader: JUDI GAGE

Cantor: no cantor needed

Cantor: no cantor needed

Acolyte: EMMA OTT

Acolyte: VERONICA JOHNSON

Altar Guild: JUDI GAGE

Altar Guild: MITZE HENKE

Ushers/Sound:

Ushers/Sound:

Greeters:

Greeters:

Coffee Hour: SIGRID LA LIBERTЀ

Coffee Hour: MARY DE RYKE

Flowers:

Flowers:

Communion Bread: ANDREW ADAMS

Communion Bread: ANDREW ADAMS

CAPTAINS

FEBRUARY

(responsible for filling positions monthly)

Assisting Minister: _____Captain Needed

Please enter your name on the bulletin
board in an open slot as you are able to
serve or contact the church office at
269-685-1348 or
hopelcplawell@sbcglobal.net or call a

Reader: Judi Gage
Cantor: Marne Sieber
Acolyte: Tammy Gage
Altar Guild: Tammy Gage
Ushers/Sound: _______________

SERVE IN JUNE

Greeters: Nancy Gregory
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Deb Schubert

David Northrop (Dick Northrop’s brother in chemo treatment)

Patrick Moore (dialysis)

Shawne Marie Goodrich (Shirley Thompson’s Godchild - breast cancer treatment)

Shari (Pat Vance’s niece)

Larry Oberhill (friend of Nancy Gregory - has

Tom Mc Afee (cancer)

stage 4 brain cancer)

Sherry Dodes (Sandy Fletcher’s sister)

Laura Moore (heart issues)

Nick & Julia Kellogg, (seminary

Bill Crane (seeking employment)

students)

Roblyer Family (passing of Brian’s father)

Mick Kasper (recovering from open heart surgery, father of Keith

Danny Truong (Brain cancer treatment)

Kasper)

Clovus Nelson (cancer treatment, father of Jennifer Kasper)
Pray for our N/W Lower Michigan Synod Leaders:
Bishop Craig Satterlee and Assistants to the
Bishop Pastor Sarah, Pastor Chris Ann & Pastor Dave.

Diana & Greg Morris (cancer treatment for Diana)
Dianna Sherman (grief in the passing of her husband, Tom)

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

COUNCIL MEETING DATE

4-Rachel Kellogg
16-Brian Roblyer, Steve Lewis
20-John Morse
24-Katie Kooiker
26-Ted Koehl

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017 - 6:30 p.m.
MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM meets
at 4:00 p.m.

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
11-Lance & Michelle Martin
12-Tom & Cheryl Klein
13-Bill & Pat Vance
18-Tim & Julie Kellogg
28-Tim & Judy Spiekermann

Spiritual Formation Class
On Wednesday
May 3 - 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Led by Pastor Kari - thru
June 7

JOIN THE WAR ON TICKS
Do your part to help stop the spread of tickborne disease by catching and sending ticks to
the Bay Area Lyme Foundation. Put the critter
(dead or alive) in a zip-lock
bag, along with a wet cotton
ball or paper towel. Fill out
an information card, provided
online at bayarealyme.org.
then send it all in.

Sunday, June 11
Assistant to the Bishop,
Pastor David Sprang
Leading 2nd phase of Revisioning
following the 9:30 service.
A Potluck Lunch is planned following the service.
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Monthly Newsletter from Bishop Craig L. Satterlee
(Bishop Satterlee’s May monthly newsletter)

Perhaps we will experience the work of the church

Why Come to Synod Assembly?

in Michigan and the world as so much more than what
our congregation Is doing.

A week from now, we will be in Mount Pleasant for the
2017 Synod Assembly. In April, a pastor asked me why
he should come to Synod Assembly and why he should
also send voting members from his congregation. The
question behind the question is whether what we have
planned is worthy of his and his people’s time. My initial reaction, which I resisted, was to defend what we
have planned–worship, enrichment opportunities, two
fine keynote addresses, necessary business… Upon reflection, I realized that the question of why come to the
assembly is the same question that many people ask
about coming to worship, sending their children to confirmation camp, and being part of a congregation at all.
In the 90s, we learned and even taught our people that
church and the gospel are one more commodity to be
consumed. And now, people ask about church what
this pastor asked about the assembly, “What am I going
to get out of it?

I am not certain I can tell you why you should come
to Synod Assembly. If you want to maintain the illusion
that it’s all about you, I can tell you that you might
want to stay away.
See you in Mount Pleasant!
The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop
(P.S. Pastor Kari and Delegates, Tim & Judy
Spiekermann, attended Synod Assembly.)

What’s in it for me?”
Making everything all about me is a dandy definition
of sin. And making the gospel, faith, and the church
consumable commodities leads the church to miss the
boat. When people can’t identify a need for the church
or for God, when they’re getting nothing out of the congregation, they stay away.
Perhaps the best thing that we will get out of the assembly is a moment of grace–an experience and appreciation that everything is not about me, my ministry,
my congregation, and even the church.
Perhaps we will appreciate that Christ’s own work of
reconciling the world to God’s very Self is bigger than
us. Perhaps we will find that God’s love in Jesus Christ
is wider and deeper than we imagined.
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PURPOSE AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
OUR PURPOSE:
TO BE JOYFUL PEOPLE, GROWING IN CHRIST AND SHARING THE GOOD NEWS WITH EVERYONE THROUGH WORSHIP, COMMUNICATION, AND SERVICE.
ALWAYS SEEKING TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT, WE AFFIRM THESE GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
I.

Joyfully acknowledge that God has a plan for Hope Lutheran Church and its people.


See what God is already doing and support that.



Actively seek ways Hope can serve the community and share the
Gospel.

II.

Help every member grow in Christ through:

III.



Opportunities to pray and worship together.



Opportunities to study the Word and learn how to share our faith.

Recognize the importance of building community within the congregation through:

IV.



Small group interaction.



Fellowship.



Opportunities for compassionate conversation.

Welcome and serve everyone in our community.


Actively tend our website and explore other communication avenues.



Support ministries already in place and continually re-evaluate our involvement in
those programs.



Ensure that our building is attractive and welcoming.



Be open to new ways of service generated by the needs of the
community.

May’s Stewardship Message
In April you heard the first monthly stewardship message; this is the second.
In Genesis we read that God created man and woman in His Own image on the sixth day. Because we were
created in God’s image, blessedness and goodness are part of our spiritual DNA. That allows us to be able to give
and receive love, to be generous, and to share. In practicing generosity, we become the people God created us to be.
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EDUCATION
WANTED:
Someone with a computer who would schedule Sunday School teachers three times a
year. Each time takes about two hours total over a period of 2-3 days. On-the-job
training available. Finding teachers is not part of the job – just scheduling them according to their availability.
Let Pat Vance know if you would be willing to try your hand at this task.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES:
Our college grad this year is Rachel Kellogg, graduating from WMU with her
degree in nursing and already working at Bronson Hospital.
High school graduates are Kylie Gage, Alex Moore and Amira Sieber. Kylie will
be attending Northern Michigan University working toward a degree in nursing.
Alex will continue at VoTech and finish her training as a certified nursing assistant
at the end of June. Amira will be finishing her “13th year” through Plainwell
Schools at Great Lakes College.
We will be honoring our graduates at worship on June 11th. There will be a basket for cards and notes if
you wish to congratulate them personally.

THE REFORMATION FAIR IS COMING!!
Mark your calendars and invite your neighbors! On July 30 th from 12 noon to 2:30 p.m., Hope will be
holding a Reformation Fair. This is one of several ways in which we are observing the 500 th anniversary
of the Reformation.
The Fair is a family event and open to everyone. Young children can become “fishers of men”, run relay
races, hear and see the story of Martin Luther via a pop-up book. Everyone can color special Reformation
-themed pages, watch the movie Luther, help make a Reformation cross with 95 nails, and a Luther Rose
poster with tissue, and meet Luther himself, who will be circulating among fair-goers with tidbits about his
life.
And when you get hungry, there will be brats, soft pretzels, lemonade and a keg (of root beer) from which
to choose, all for just a freewill offering to cover the costs.
At one of our vision meetings, those present were told that most people first come to a church through being invited to an event by a member. Please start planning and inviting now – we want a crowd, and are
doing our best to make this a fun affair!
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VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
Volunteer Help Needed
Worship & Bible study leader: Diana’s Care Nursing Home
Qualifications:
Gods Spirit to take Gods love to people who cannot care for themselvesmostly elderly, from 11:00 AM to 12:00 noon in Otsego, on Friday each
week of the month weather permitting. All materials and lots of help are
provided. This is a very rewarding experience.
For more information, see Dick Northrop or Sigrid La Liberté.

SILENT PRAYER GROUP BEGINS
Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10)
Silent Prayer Group starts on Sunday, May 28th
from 8:45 a.m. - 9:05 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Come for the whole time or for a few minutes.
Silence and solitude is an opportunity for us to
focus on our relationship with Jesus.

HOPE LUTHERAN SOFTBALL
The full schedule is available to pick up in the narthex of the church. Here’s what is happening in June and July:
Friday, June 2, 2017
Friday, June 9, 2017
Friday, June 16, 2017

6:00 pm

Diamond 1

Merson Church

7:30 pm

Diamond 3

Lighthouse Baptist

6:00 pm

Diamond 3

Allegan Bible Church

7:30 pm

Diamond 5

Otsego First Baptist

6:00 pm

OPEN

7:30 pm

Diamond 5

Friday, June 23, 2017

TOURNAMENT GAMES

Friday, June 30, 2017

RAIN OUT MAKE-UP DAY

Friday, July 7, 2017

TOURNAMENT GAMES

Friday, July 14, 2017

TOURNAMENT GAMES

Cross Community Church

(Games highlighted in red are your home games.)
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OUTREACH & MISSION
CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS NEWS
Hope Lutheran’s JUNE Assignment:
Assorted Dry & Canned Pasta
Kim Shafer at 269-685-4166 or email kshafer@christianneighbors.org
Terri Shaler, Executive Director

Christian Neighbors, PO Box 53, 282 12th Street, Plainwell, MI 49080
Telephone 269-685-4166 Fax 269-685-4178
tshaler@christianneighbors.org

PLEASE MAKE A DONATION
Christian Neighbors serving Otsego & Plainwell

SYLVIA’S PLACE
Allegan County’s Domestic Violence
Safe House and Supportive Services
www.sylviasplace.com
Here’s a list of current needs to be collected at church:
*Paper Towels
*toilet paper
*disinfectant wipes
*AA Batteries
*Prepaid gasoline cards
*Purex 3 In One Detergent
* Handwashing Liquid Soap
*Dishwashing Detergent
Place items in basket in foyer marked Sylvia’s Place

The Noisy Offering collected on the FIRST Sunday of the Month is split equally between Christian
Neighbors and Sylvia’s Place. Please remember to give generously.
EVERYONE DESERVES A SAFE PLACE.
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GOOD HANDS PLAINWELL

HOW CAN YOU HELP?



Sponsor a child - For just $100 you can provide a child with
food for an entire school year.
Make a tax deductible donation online at www.goodhandsplainwell.org
Use your credit card or PayPal
Mail a check made payable to Good Hands Plainwell to:
Good Hands Plainwell
29 12th Street
Plainwell, MI 49080



Donate your time as a volunteer to help us assemble the food bags (typically on Thursdays) or deliver
bags to lockers (Fridays).



Donate items from our “wish list” to be included in the food bags

All food must be shelf stable; please NO perishable items. Your food item donations can be dropped off during regular business hours at Hope Lutheran church, 290 12th Street or Clearwater Financial Services at 114 S.
Main in Plainwell.

BRIDGES OF HOPE ALLEGAN COUNTY
How We Help
Bridges of Hope, Allegan County would like to thank the members of Hope Lutheran Church of Plainwell for
your continued support. Let us tell you about some of the great things we are able to do with donations such as
yours. We offer a 10-module Getting Ahead workshop that is designed to help participants, individuals struggling with poverty, build their own path to a good-paying job, stable housing, and the ability to save for a
rainy day. Participants assess their current resources, going beyond financial resources and delving into eleven resource areas, such as emotional and social resources. They then set personal goals and work together to
find ways to improve in these resource areas.
On May 18th, our most recent Getting Ahead group completed the 10-module workshop. We are eager to see
their growth as they continue down the path to self-sufficiency. If you would like to get move involved in this
process, please join us at future Staying Ahead meetings where individuals that have completed Getting Ahead
or R Rules (a similar workshop for younger participants) continue to meet for encouragement as they work
toward their goals. For more information, contact our office at 269-204-6041 or
info@bridgesofhopeallegancounty.org

http://bridgesofhopeallegancounty.org
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MONTHLY ATTENDANCE & GIVING
DATE

SUNDAY SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE

TOTAL WORSHIP

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

ATTENDANCE

13

9

40

49

10

10

39

49

10

7

64

71

OFFERING

Sunday
May 7

$5,110.82

Sunday
May 14

$1,552.50

YOUTH
Sunday
May 21

Sunday One Service
May 28

$4,020.67

9:30 a.m.
No Sunday School

46

46

$2,714.25

Letter from The Rev. David E. Sprang, Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission
During the last week of April, I had the unique experience of joining with the leaders of South Sudanese churches and worshiping communities across the
ELCA. Close to 50 South Sudanese church members, Directors of Evangelical Mission, and churchwide staff gathered in Chicago for two days to discuss
how best to work for unity here, and how best to address the crisis brought on by a lengthy civil war in South Sudan.
The country of South Sudan was officially established in 2011 by a referendum vote when it broke off from Sudan. Soon after, power struggles began to
plague the country and a new civil war broke out. Since that time, an estimated 300,000 people have been killed and about 1/3 of the population of the
country has been displaced. Hunger is widespread because farmers are prevented from getting to the fields because of the war. As many as 64 different
tribes have struggled with how to unify as a country. Many who fear for their lives have fled to refugee camps in South Sudan and in Kenya. Sponsored by
existing South Sudanese communities already established in the U.S., many have sought asylum here. Lutheran immigration and Refugee Service and Samaritas have assisted in this resettlement. Our own South Sudanese Christ Lutheran Church in Wyoming, Michigan has helped to resettle many families
and reunite families separated by the war. We give thanks to Christ Lutheran Church in Wyoming for their support of this community, and their many mission partners around the synod.
The ELCA is spearheading a response to the disaster in South Sudan. We began in November of 2016 to build a
community/worship center with adjoining health clinic in Juba the capital city. Lutheran Disaster Relief is providing humanitarian relief including food, water, and sanitation. The Lutheran World Federation is working to provide food security and long term solutions for development.
YOU CAN HELP. You can join our ELCA South Sudanese congregations in
praying for South Sudan on June 4, Pentecost Sunday. In addition, you can make contributions
to this ongoing effort by donating through to the Synod Office or online.
Visit https://community.elca.org/southsudannow to donate and download a South Sudanese Tool Kit.

FREE

COMMUNITY LUNCH First United Methodist Church Plainwell
EVERY THURSDAY 11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Fellowship Hall - Basement Parking Lot Entrance-Elevator/Stairs
200 Park Street Corner Chart & Park Street Plainwell, MI 49080
“When I was hungry, you gave me food.” Matthew 25:35
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9:30 am Worship

25 3rd Sunday
After Pentecost

26
Office Closed

19
Office Closed

18 2nd Sunday
After Pentecost

9:30 am Worship

12
Office Closed

11 Graduation
Sunday
Trinity Sunday
9:30 am Worship
11:00 POTLUCK
Pastor David Sprang

9:30 am Worship

6

5 Office Closed

4
Day of Pentecost

9:30 am Bible
Study

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

27

6:30 pm Daisy
Scouts

9:30 am Bible Study

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

20

4:00 pm Mutual Min.
6:30 pm Council

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
9:30 am Bible Study

13

6:30 pm Daisy Scouts

9:30 am Bible
Study

7 am Men’s Bible St.
8 am Men’s Breakfast

Tue

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

7 pm Choir Rehearsal

7
9 - 11 am Spiritual
Formation

Wed

29

22

6 pm Chula Vista

15

8

24
1-4 pm Grad party
for Kylie Gage at
Judi Gage’s 3103
W. AB Ave., Plainwell
30
31
Office Closed
11 am Bible Study
at Diana’s Care

23
Office Closed
11 am Bible Study
at Diana’s Care

16
17
Office Closed
11 am Bible Study 1-4 pm Grad party
at Diana’s Care
for Amira Sieber

9
10
Office Closed
11 am Bible Study
at Diana’s Care

2 Office Closed 3
11 am Bible Study
at Diana’s Care

1

Sat

Fri

Thu

JUNE 2017

Sabbatical team
MutualLUTHERAN
Ministry TeamCHURCH
HOPE
290
12th
StreetTeam
Pastoral Care
Plainwell, MI 49080
Phone: 269-685-1348
E-mail: hopelcplainwell@sbcglobal.net
Web Page: hopeplainwell.org
Office Hours: 9am-3pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs
Published 12 times per year
Next Publication: June 29, 2017
Deadline for Articles: June 22, 2017

Address Correction Requested

Pastor
The Rev. Kari Fast - Pastor
Staff
Laurie Krahn - Pianist & Organist
Louise McCallum - Church Secretary &
Newsletter Editor
Dennis Vincent - Custodian
Executive Board
Pastor - Kari Fast
President - Bill Vance
Vice-President - Mary De Ryke
Secretary - Cheryl Klein
Treasurer - Sigrid La Liberté
Council-At-Large
Tim Spiekermann
Bob Spagnoli
Laura Moore
Marne Sieber

Worship & Music Team

Pastoral Care Team

Mutual Ministry Team

Laurie Krahn

Pat Vance

Diane Woodruff

Judi Gage

Judi Gage

Pauline Northrop

Judy Spiekermann

Sigrid La Liberté

Brian Roblyer

Bob Spagnoli

Linda Cole

Richard Adams

Fran Koehl

Pastor Kari Fast

Pastor Kari Fast

Pastor Kari Fast

Council Highlights from May 9, 2017 Council Meeting:
 Later this year the Gun River Trailer Park ministry will no longer be a part of Bridges of Hope. It will become part of Hope’s ministries and will be called Gun River Youth Group. We will also participate in Hungry
for Christ, which provides modest food essentials for the park, formerly under Bridges of Hope.
 The church received the official final police report from our break-in two years ago.
The boiler is on its last legs and the water heater is also in bad shape.
 A friend of Jon Schultz donated an organ to the church. Jon, Matt, and some friends transported it to Hope.
 Tim and Judy Spiekermann will attend Synod Assembly as our voting delegates on May 19 - 21.
 Next Meeting—June 13 at 6:30 p.m.
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