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AUGUST  2017   
From the Pastor 

Greetings, 

 After getting our Confirmation and High School campers 
settled at Stony Lake Lutheran Camp this past week, the Program 
Director met with all us adult leaders and pastors to review the 
rules and expectations of the camp. During the meeting, as the 
Program Director was talking about the need to silence our 
phones and not use them when the campers were around, only 
using them to take pictures, one adult leaderõs phone rang. She 
looked at her phone and said, òI got to take this,ó and left the 
meeting. I found myself judging her, òWow, if she canõt even re-
main in the first meeting ð that was only an hour long ð how is 
she going to make it a week without using her phone. She re-
turned saying, òThat was my union rep calling to say I can have 
the whole week off.ó 

 Then the Program Director asked us what expectations 
we bring to camp. The adult leader, Carolyn, whose phone had 
rung said, òI have no expectations about camp. I didnõt even 
know I was going to camp until this morning. I was at home 
making sandwiches for the kids to take on the bus to camp and 
got two phone calls, from the pastor and another woman at 
church, both of them asked if I was going to camp. They didnõt 
ask me if I could go to camp, they were asking if I was going to 
camp. My adult son called me and said, òMom, they need another 
adult leader for the kids to be able to go to camp. Youõre going.ó 
She said, òIõve already gotten two calls from church.ó Later she 
said to me, òMy son can be grumpy and demanding.ó But in an-
other conversation she said, òHe was there for me during a four 
year period when I didnõt have a job and I live with him now, so 
itõs ok for him to ask me to do things.ó 

 On the last day of camp I asked Carolyn if I could tell 
the story of how she ended up at camp during my sermon, she 
said, òYes, but why?ó I told her that I admired her willingness to 
come to camp, with no advance notice, without knowing the 
campers or the other adult leaders, and I appreciated her presence 
during the week. I told her about her good sense of humor, her 
willingness to try anything and say yes to everything. òDid she 
want to go with the kids when they go horse riding?ó Yes! òDid 
she want to ride a horse?ó Yes! òDid she want to go with the high 
school-ers to Michigan Adventures?ó Yes! òDid she want to go to 
confirmation bible study? Did she want to build a house of 
cards?ó Yes! Yes! Carolyn had a ready-smile, a great sense of hu-
mor, and her easygoing, quiet, and fun presence was deeply ap-
preciated. When I told her this, she paused and said, òôWhat I 
didnõt tell you is Iõm not a person who goes to church, Iõll help in 
any way I can, but I donõt go to church. Iõm also not a person 
who prays, but after I called and left a message for the union rep, 
I prayed knowing I had to go to work on Wednesday. I prayed, 
ôGod, if Iõm supposed to go to camp, make the union rep call and 
say I can have the days off.õ While I waited for the call back, I 
thought, ôNo, Iõm not going to put restrictions on God, Iõll just 

ask God to make it clear to me.õ So as I continued to make sand-
wiches, and when my son called me, I decided that three phone 
calls were my sign that I was supposed to go to camp and said, 
ôYes!õó 

 During our good-bye, I asked Carolyn, òWould you try 
something for me?ó She looked at me a bit skeptically, and said a 
tentative, òMaybe?ó I said, òWould you try for three Sundays in a 
row to go to church?ó She said, òI donõt have anything against 
church, I just donõt go. I donõt know why.ó After saying she canõt 
go every Sunday because of work, I said, òWell, I guess what Iõm 
trying to say is, I think youõd be blessed by going to church, but 
also, you have a wonderful presence that could bless people at 
your church.ó She reluctantly agreed that sheõd try to go to 
church and have an open mind.  

 My first impression of Carolyn, which was summoned 
out of thin air regarding her phone ringing, òSheõs not focused on 
whatõs important and sheõs not committed to being here for the 
campers,ó could not have been more false. Her impression of 
herself as not a strong Christian was equally inaccurate. 

 I may never know whether she went or whether she was 
blessed or was a blessing or began regularly attending, but it re-
minded me that the way we live our lives in the small, quiet, little 
things of life deeply blesses others. Making sandwiches, saying yes 
to last minute requests, being open to trying new things, being 
willing to see delight and joy in any circumstance; it blesses oth-
ers. We all have the opportunity to bless others here at Hope Lu-
theran with our presence Sunday in and Sunday out. Just being 
present, being open, we can be a blessing; a bright shining light of 
Christõs love. 

 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  Matthew 13:43 

 May we be such people to one another at Hope Luther-
an, to those we encounter in our everyday life, and to those who 
are in need. May we allow Christõs righteousness to shine through 
us like the sun!! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Kari 
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