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DECEMBER 2017   
From the Pastor 

Greetings, 

 

Advent invites us to remember the gift of Christ, in all its full-

ness. As one author put it, ñAdvent anticipates the coming of 

Christ from three different perspectives... in the flesh in Beth-

lehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of time.ò 

 

Advent is a time of somber celebration, anticipating and rejoic-

ing in the gift of Christôs birth, death, and resurrection, and 

return. We rejoice in the gift of Christôs presence daily through 

the Holy Spirit sent at Christôs ascension. We rejoice in the 

anticipation of Christôs return when all things will be made 

new. Death, illness, war, brokenness, will be no more. We re-

member the promises in the last chapter of the bible, ñSee, the 

home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they 

will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourn-

ing and crying and pain will be no more... And the one who 

was seated on the throne [Christ] said, óSee, I am making all 

things new.ôò (Revelation 21:3b-5.) 

 

This season of somber celebration is a time of tending our 

longings. As we tend the longing that all things be made new, 

we are invited to name and hold space for the brokenness of 

this world, and to name and hold space for those broken things 

that call us to do the work of the Kingdom, and to name and 

hold space for those things that wonôt be changed in this life-

time, but will be made new in the next. 

 

We think of our dear brother in Christ, Tom McAfee, who just 

went home to be with the Lord. Even while we rejoice for his 

homecoming, we grieve for our life without him and we grieve 

for his entire family. We are in the midst of preparations for his 

memorial service. As a faith community weôve sent cards to 

the family, weôve written checks in honor of Tom, weôve 

called the family, weôve tidied the Education Room and the 

entire church. Weôve remembered fond memories of Tom. 

This all is part of tending the longings that are part of our Ad-

vent season. It doesnôt take the pain away, we still grieve, but 

we do so as people of faith knowing who holds our final desti-

ny. 

 

It can be easy to be swept away by the brokenness of this 

world as each week brings new shootings, wars and rumors of 

wars, earthquakes, fires, and more. As a community of faith 

there is power as we name and hold space for the broken things 

of this world. Knowing that as we do, Christ is present and 

while anticipating Christôs return when all things will be made 

new. There is power in being present to the brokenness of this 

world through the power of Christ and Christôs indwelling. 

There is power in responding in love, service, and justice. 

There is power in the tending of the longings of the way things 

will be when Christ returns. 

 

Just as a plant needs tending to grow and flourish, so too tend-

ing our sorrows and longings produces healings, growth, and 

flourishing. My mother and father-in-law took our children to a 

mall probably 20 years ago, in the dead of winter, in the center 

of the mall was a 4-H display of plants where people could 

take home tiny clippings. The clipping my son chose was of a 

spider plant. The spider plant creates large pods in its roots to 

hold water for the dry seasons; because of this they are very 

hardy plants. They also send out shoots that produce a tiny ver-

sion of the plant, which can be planted and grows into another 

spider plant. Over the last 20 years we have been given many 

plants from this one tiny shoot. In turn, we have given many 

shoots to others. This little shoot has produced many plants in 

its life. We, like the spider plant are hardy people; we have the 

Spirit indwelling in us giving us deep pools of refreshment. 

Through the work of the Kingdom we give many the gift of 

new life. Hope, healing, and refreshment. This all stems from 

the gift of Christ. As the author put it, ñAdvent anticipates the 

coming of Christ from three different perspectives... in the 

flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at the end 

of time.ò 

 

As we tend our longings and do the work of the Kingdom we 

are refreshed and made new, while Christ is present, indwells, 

and will return again. May we be comforted and tended by the 

Holy Spirit through the gifts of this somber celebratory season. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Kari 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

  

Worship Assistants for December 3   Worship Assistants for December 10 

      

8:00 am Worship   8:00 am Worship 

Assistant Minister: DICK KOCH   Assistant Minister: DICK KOCH 

      

10:30 am Worship   10:30 am Worship 

Assisting Minister: MARY DE RYKE   Assisting Minister: JUDI GAGE 

Reader:  VERONICA JOHNSON   Reader:  JUDI GAGE 

Cantor:  NOT NEEDED   Cantor:   NOT NEEDED 

Acolyte:     Acolyte:  

Altar Guild: DIANNA SHERMAN   Altar Guild: VERONICA JOHNSON 

Ushers/Sound:  KEITH GAGE   Ushers/Sound: KEITH GAGE 

Greeters:     Greeters: 

Coffee Hour:  Sigrid La Libert®   Coffee Hour:    POTLUCK LUNCH 

Flowers:   Flowers: 

Communion Bread: BILL VANCE   Communion Bread:  BILL VANCE 

      

Worship Assistants for December 17   Worship Assistants for December 24 

      

8:00 am Worship   10:30 AM Worship (One Service Only) 

Assistant Minister: CHERYL KLEIN    

 CHILDRENôS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM     

10:30 am Worship   10:30 am Worship 

Assisting Minister:     Assisting Minister:   NANCY GREGORY 

Reader:  NOT NEEDED   Reader:  JUDI GAGE 

Cantor:    NOT NEEDED   Cantor:   PAT VANCE 

Acolyte: EMMA OTT   Acolyte:   BILL VANCE 

Altar Guild: MITZE HENKE   Altar Guild:   JUDI GAGE 

Ushers/Sound:  KEITH GAGE   Ushers/Sound: KEITH & KYLIE GAGE 

Greeters:       Greeters:   DICK & LOUISE ADAMS 

Coffee Hour:   SUNDAY SCHOOL   Coffee Hour:  NOT NEEDED 

Flowers:   Flowers: POINTSETTIAS FROM MEMBERS 

Communion Bread:  BILL VANCE   Communion Bread:   BILL VANCE 

     Worship Assistants for December 31 

Worship Assistants for December 24-   10:30 AM Worship (One Service Only) 

 NEW YEARôS EVE DAY 

Assisting Minister:  _______________________ 

Reader:  VERONICA JOHNSON, JUDI GAGE 

Cantor:__________________________________ 

Acolyte: VERONICA JOHNSON 

Altar Guild: MITZI HENKE_______________ 

Ushers/Sound:___________________________ 

Greeters:________________________________ 

Coffee Hour:  GREG & DIANA MORRIS 

Communion Bread:  BILL VANCE 

    

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE   

   

    

7:00 PM   Worship    

Assisting Minister:  TAMMY GAGE   

Reader: JUDI GAGE   

Cantor:  NANCY GREGORY   

Acolyte:  VERONICA JOHNSON   

Altar Guild: DIANNA SHERMAN   

Ushers/Sound:  KEITH GAGE  & KYLIE   

Greeters:    
   

Flowers:  POINSETTIAS FROM MEMBERS   

Communion Bread:  BILL VANCE   
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In Our Prayers   

Deb Schubert 

Patrick Moore (dialysis) 

Shari (Pat Vanceôs niece) 

Sherry Dodes (Sandy Fletcherôs sister)  

Nick & Julia Kellogg, (seminary students)  

Mick Kasper (recovering from open heart surgery, father of 

Keith Kasper) 

Clovus Nelson (cancer treatment, father of Jennifer Kasper) 

Diana & Greg Morris (cancer treatment for Diana) 

Dianna Sherman (grief in the passing of  her husband, Tom) 

David Northrop (Dick Northropôs brother in recovery from can-

cer surgery) 

Shawne Marie Goodrich (Shirley Thompsonôs Godchild - 

breast cancer treatment) 

Laura Moore (heart issues) 

Danny Truong (Brain cancer treatment 

Roger & Laurie Krahn (brain cancer treatment for Roger) 

Veronica Johnson (Returning to school) 

Bob & Jeanne Spagnoli 

Dick & Liz Bower (mobility & cancer ) 

Jacob DeRyke (Marines basic training) 

Kathy Lane (lung cancer-niece of Pauline) 

Family of Evan Gardner (grief in the pass-

ing of Evan - nephew of Martha Emerson 

Tom McAfeeôs family (grief in his passing) 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

2-Nick Kellogg 

8-Michelle Martin 

9-Patrick Loftus 

12-Kylie Gage 

17-Pastor Kari Fast 

20-Irene Ward, Kathleen Fast 

24-Nancy Heilig 

25-Sandy Fletcher 

27-Judy Spiekermann 

27-Cindi McAfee 

31-Jennifer Kasper 

COUNCIL DOES NOT MEET IN DECEMBER 

 
 

 

 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 5,   

Mutual Ministry meets 

 at 4:00 p.m.   

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Pray for our N/W Lower Michigan Synod Leaders:  

Bishop Craig Satterlee and Assistants to the  

Bishop Pastor Sarah, Pastor Chrsyanne & Pastor Dave.   

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 

 

High School & Confirmation 

Group 

meets on Sunday, Dec. 17 

at 12:00 Noon 

IN MEMORIAM  

Thomas Edward McAfee 

October 11, 1935 -  November 26, 2018 

Tom had been a dedicated member of  

Hope Lutheran Church since August 14, 2005. 

A funeral service was held at Hope on December 1. 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore 
be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in 
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.   

    Ephesians 4:31- 5:1- 2 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

     2 - Jerry & Sigrid La LibertŞ 

Please send Christmas Cards to our Shut-Ins 

Deb Schubert, 320 Brigham St., Plainwell, MI 49080 

Phyllis Wigg, 700 Napa Valley Dr. Apt. 105, Milford, 

MI 48381 

Roger Krahn, 334 Lakeview Lane, Plainwell, MI 49080 

Dick & Carol Neuman, 5285 East H Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

http://www.mittensynod.org/interactive-map.html
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 LETTER FROM BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON 

LIVING IN A BROKEN WORLD. 

 

As I write this the Gulf Coast and Florida are starting 

the long recovery after hurricanes Harvey and Irma; 

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands are mostly --without 

electricity and running low on water, food, medicine and 

gasoline after Hurricane Maria. All of us are reeling 

from the horrific mass shooting in Las Vegas. There are 

no words. We are stunned almost to the point of numb-

ness. 

We try to make sense out of the incomprehensible. Itôs 

climate change. Itôs not climate change. We need more 

stringent gun control. We need to protect the Second 

Amendment. The federal government doesnôt do 

enough. The local government doesnôt do enough. Soon 

weôre talking at each other, not to each other. 

Natural disasters feel chaotic and capricious. The weath-

er service has gotten pretty sophisticated in predicting 

paths of hurricanes but is not completely accurate. Tor-

nadoes strike with little warning. Is this just the way of 

the natural world, or is God visiting judgment upon us? 

There is human involvement that can make natural dis-

asters more damaging. 

The youth group in the last parish I served went on a 

work-week each summer. We did cleanup and rebuild-

ing after tornadoes, floods and hurricanes in partnership 

with Lutheran Disaster Response and the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency. I guarantee that it was the 

poor whose homes were in the floodplain, who did not 

have the resources to rebuild and had to depend on vol-

unteer labor. 

Evil perpetrated by human beings is a great mystery. 

How can a good and just God allow evil? Why would a 

man open fire on concertgoers, killing 59 and wounding 

more than 500? Why do bad things happen to good peo-

ple? Why do good things happen to bad people? There 

have been various theodicies trying to make sense of 

this throughout human existence. I confess to you that I 

have no conclusive answer to these questions, except 

that we live in a broken world. 

Paul wrote: ñThe creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glo-

ry of the children of God. We know that the whole crea-

tion has been groaning in labor pains until now éò 

(Romans 8:21-22). Though God created the heavens and 

the earth and declared the creation good, this is no long-

er a perfect world. 

Paul also wrote: ñRejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to eve-

ryone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be known to God. And 

the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesusò 

(Philippians 4:4-7). 

Both of Paulôs assertions are true. We live in a broken 

worldðnatural and human made, marred by human 

sinðand we rejoice in the Lord who is near and guards 

us with Godôs peace. 

Bishop Terry Brandt of the Eastern North Dakota Synod 

reminded us of this truth and this tension in his sermon 

to the Conference of Bishops the morning after the Las 

Vegas shooting. And he reminded us that when Paul 

was doing all that rejoicing, he was doing it from prison, 

awaiting execution after already enduring beatings, ship-

wreck, hunger and thirst. I wouldnôt describe Paul as 

perky, but the joy he found in Jesus made him able to 

live in hope and believe in life even in the face of des-

pair and death. 

So, dear church, we pray and lament and trust and hope. 

We stake our lives on the belief that Godôs life, hope 

and love are not platitudes, but the truth. We are moved 

to action and reconciliation. And when the next disaster 

or massacre happens, we do not lose hope because the 

Crucified One has been raised from the dead. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/elca-responds-to-hurricanes-harvey-irma/
http://elca.org/disaster
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=376027252
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=376027285
http://www.eandsynod.org/
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PURPOSE AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

OUR PURPOSE: 

TO BE JOYFUL PEOPLE, GROWING IN CHRIST AND SHARING THE GOOD NEWS WITH EVERY-

ONE THROUGH WORSHIP, COMMUNICATION, AND SERVICE. 

ALWAYS SEEKING TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT, WE AFFIRM THESE GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

I. Joyfully acknowledge that God has a plan for Hope Lutheran Church and its people. 

¶ See what God is already doing and support that. 

¶ Actively seek ways Hope can serve the community and share the  

      Gospel. 

II. Help every member grow in Christ through: 

¶ Opportunities to pray and worship together. 

¶ Opportunities to study the Word and learn how to share our faith. 

III. Recognize the importance of building community within the congregation through: 

¶ Small group interaction. 

¶ Fellowship. 

¶ Opportunities for compassionate conversation. 

IV. Welcome and serve everyone in our community. 

¶ Actively tend our website and explore other communication avenues. 

¶ Support ministries already in place and continually re-evaluate our involvement in 
those programs. 

¶ Ensure that our building is attractive and welcoming. 

¶ Be open to new ways of service generated by the needs of the  

 community. 

.As the gift-giving season approaches and you want to get a gift for someone who 

needs nothing and has limited space, think about ELCA Good Gifts.  This an ELCA 

mission program that provides items for projects supported through different church-

wide missions in 83 countries around the world including the United States.  Gifts 

range from $10 to $2500.  Many are animals, but there are oth-

er things too.  Check it out at   ELCA.org/goodgifts   

 

THE STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR DECEMBER 

ELCA Good Gifts                ELCA.org/good gifts 
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EDUCATION 

CHILDREN'S  CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

Come and let our wonderful children show you how to celebrate Christ's birth 

through glimpses into four family events.  The program, entitled  "Together At 

Christmas," will be presented at the 10:30 worship on Sunday, December 17th.  

Stay for fellowship afterward supplied by our adult Sunday school class. 

 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT HEAT 

 

The church building is heated in zones.  Because of that, certain doors have to be kept 

closed during the week because the zones they enclose are not heated then.  Please 

take note of the signs on various doors as to whether they should be kept open or 

closed. 

 

 

 

Newly Elected Council for 2018 

President:  Bill Vance 
Vice President:  Mary De Ryke 
Treasurer: Tim Spiekermann 

Secretary:  Cheryl Klein 
 

At - Large:  Laura Moore, Sigrid La LibertŞ,  
Linda Cole, Marne Sieber 

 

Flash Fiction and Poetry Workshop: Dec 18, 19 and/or 20 

 Holiday Minute to Win It Games, Dec 19 

  Making Snowflakes and Snowmen, Dec 21 

   Color Me Adult Coloring Christmas Edition, Dec 7 

    Check www.ransomlibrary.org for details 

RANSOM LIBRARY IN PLAINWELL - DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 

POTLUCK LUNCH AND CHRISTMAS DECORATING  

BOTH WILL HAPPEN ON  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 AFTER THE 10:30 SERVICE  

http://www.ransomlibrary.org/
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Just a reminder that Otsego Main Street and the Otsego Chamber will be hosting the annual Hometown 

Christmas Event on  Saturday, December 2.  Scheduled events are listed below. 

 

 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY 

IƻƳŜ¢ƻǿƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

ǘŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ  

¢ƛƳŜ   

.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 9ƴŘƛƴƎ   

уΥлл !a млΥлл !a .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀ - 9ƭƪǎ  

млΥлл !a мнΥлл ta hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎ ŀǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ  

мнΥлл ta рΥлл ta LƴŘƻƻǊ CŀǊƳŜǊϥǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ - /ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ  

нΥлл ta рΥлл ta /Ƙƛƭƛ /ƻƻƪ-hũ-/ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ  

пΥлл ta рΥол ta ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ {Ƙƻǿ - /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ  

пΥлл ta сΥмр ta Iƻǘ /ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ - /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ  

рΥлл ta уΥол ta a-уф ŎƭƻǎŜǎ  

рΥлл ta тΥлл ta Iŀȅ wƛŘŜǎ - {² ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ a-уф ŀƴŘ CŀǊƳŜǊ  

рΥлл ta сΥлл ta [ƛǾŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

рΥол ta сΥол ta /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎ wƻŀǎǝƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴ hǇŜƴ CƛǊŜ - /ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

рΥол ta сΥмр ta ±ƛǎƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀ - /ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ  

рΥол ta тΥлл ta aǳǎƛŎŀƭ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ - /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ  

сΥмр ta сΥпр ta ¢ǊŜŜ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ - /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ  

  ϝ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ   

тΥлл ta тΥол ta tŀǊŀŘŜ - 5ƻǿƴ a-уф  

тΥол ta уΥол ta ±ƛǎƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀ - /ƘŀƳōŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ  
    

    

Plainwell Christmas Tree Project 

If you took a tag off the Christmas 

tree in the narthex, please remember 

to bring the gift in by December 13 

when they will be picked up by the 

project organizers.  Thank you. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MARTIN LUTHER  

AND THE REFORMATION 
 

Thank you to Sigrid La LibertŞ who has 
made a gift of this two-volume edition to 

Hopeôs Library.  Check the Library Book 

Stand for it.  It can be checked out in the 

church office.  Louise will keep a record of 

itôs coming and going. 
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Dianna Sherman, Linda Cole, Mary DeRyke,    Nancy Gregory, Veronica Johnson, Judi Gage, 

Pat Vance, Fran Koehl, Pastor Kari Fast, Laura               Cheryl Klein, and Linda Cole (again!) 

Moore 

  

These beautiful women met at the Transformations Spirituality Center in November for a 3-day Semi Silent 
Retreat under the leadership of Pastor Kari.  Each one spoke of the new and renewing experience it was for 

them in their spiritual journey. 

WOMENôS FALL RETREAT 

 

Consider donating to these ministries and making that gift in the name of someone you know at Christmas.  Make your 

check payable to Hope Lutheran Church and write on the memo line which ministry you choose.  Gift cards are availa-

ble in the narthex.   

              Bridges of Hope 

      108 E. Grant St., Plainwell, MI 49080 

 

                  Good Hands Plainwell 

                   290 12th St., Plainwell, MI 49080 

 

                        Christian Neighbors 

                  P. O. Box 53, Plainwell, MI 49080 

 

        Sylviaôs Place 

                      P. O. Box 13, Allegan, MI 49010 

 

                                                   Project Hope Ixchiguan 

                             (formerly Guatemalan School Fund) 

                                   290 12th St., Plainwell, MI 49080 

 

                                       Hope Lutheran Church 

                                    290 12th St., Plainwell, MI 49080 

Tangible Gifts of Love 


