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January 2022 

 

As we begin a new year, we are working to update our membership records 

and church directory. An electronic form/survey will soon be sent to every-

one on our eBlast list (and by mail to those who don’t have email) to ask for 

your most recent information. This will include mailing address, email ad-

dress, phone numbers (home, cell and work), birthdates for every family 

member, and wedding anniversary dates. We will appreciate your quick re-

sponse and the information you provide, and will be using it to update the 

church directory, contact lists, and the lists provided each month in this 

newsletter. Please see Sue or Marne with questions or concerns. Thank 

you! 

Closing Procedures/Emergency Call List 

The Emergency Call List has been updated for 2022. In the event that worship services or other church ac-

tivities need to be canceled within 12 hours of the event because of weather or other circumstances, the 

following steps will be taken in an effort to provide timely notification to members: 

• Council members will contact members via phone; 

• An eBlast will be sent out; 

• The closing will be posted on WWMT. 

If you wish to be included on the call list, are not certain if you already are, or have a 

change in contact information, please email Sue at media.hopeplainwell@gmail.com 

with your information. Thank you! 

New Year’s Blessings to you from 

Hope Lutheran’s Council and staff! 

Marne 

Dennis 

Cheryl 
Tammy 
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Advent Disappointment 

If you follow my Take One videos, perhaps you’ve gleaned that I am disappointed in the imagery of Advent. 
Jeremiah promises “a righteous Branch to spring up for David” (33:15). With all that is happening in my life 
and the lives of the pastors I speak with every day, with all that is happening in our church, and especially in 
our society and the world, I want more than a branch. I want an 80-foot-tall tree of righteousness; I want a 
forest of 80-foot-tall trees of righteousness. A branch is disappointing. 

I am energized by Malachi’s image of a messenger of the Lord who “is like a refiner's fire and like fullers’ 
soap” (3:2). We can all name someone who needs a purifying scrub! Yet, how often we feel like the one God 
is content to sear and to scour. Everyone else, it seems, gets a bubble bath. 

And I don’t think I’m the only one who really needs the fulfillment of Zephaniah’s promise of “a warrior who 
gives a victory,” a warrior who takes away judgments against us, turns away our enemies, removes disaster, 
and deals with all our oppressors (3:17-19). But this is not what I experience. All around we see defeat, judg-
ment, enemies gaining the upper hand, disaster looming large, and oppressors growing stronger. 

And on Christmas, when John declares, “The light shines in the darkness,” I want to hear, “and the darkness 
is banished.” I want a flood light, or at least a bat signal. But we don’t get that. We get, “and the darkness 
did not overcome it” (1:5). John’s image of “darkness” remains thick and bleak and pervasive, save for a tiny 
bit of light. Even the image itself reveals how foreboding things are. 

Rather than an 80-foot-tall tree, a warrior, or a flood light, we get “a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). This vulnerable baby will live a vulnerable life that leads to a cross. There Je-
sus will deal with our oppressors and turn away our enemies by embracing them. Malachi’s refiner’s fire and 
fullers’ soap turns out to be Zephaniah’s promise that the LORD our God rejoices over us with gladness, re-
news us in love, exults over us with loud singing (3:17). The victory is not that God instantly takes all that 
threatens and burdens us away. The victory is that the LORD our God is in our midst, with us in everything 
we face. And this is true not just for us but for everyone; this is true for the cosmos, for all of creation. 

Perhaps the reason we are so invested in making especially this Christmas celebration so big and so spectac-
ular and so “normal” is that, faced with all we are faced with, the Christmas message seems small and pow-
erless and disappointing. Desperate for a tree, a warrior, and a flood light, we are underwhelmed by a baby, 
a manger, and a cross. So, we prop up the Christmas message with our celebration and take it upon our-
selves to do everything we can not to further disappoint anyone. 

Well, let us be clear. First, taking it upon ourselves to save Christmas is a recipe for disaster. So maybe we 
need to take a deep breath. More important, even when the imagery of Advent and Christmas are justifiably 
disappointing, even when the message of Advent and Christmas feels small and powerless, especially when 
the darkness is thick and bleak and pervasive, biblical hope, Christian hope, our hope is the conviction that 
God will provide a future.  

God will provide a future. Trusting in this conviction, we can express our disappointment, name our loss, 
acknowledge our fear, exercise our grief, and give voice to our resignation and despair without abandoning 
our hope. 

God will provide a future. As I express my disappointment, sadness, resignation, fear, and despair, I hang on 
to hope by carrying around and clinging to a quotation a friend sent me in the days before Advent began: 
“Advent is a whisper, rather than a shout. Not a blazing fire, but a candle in the darkness.” 

“Advent is a whisper, rather than a shout. Not a blazing fire, but a candle in the darkness.” This quote is 
right. Especially this season, shouting strikes me as forced, even inauthentic. And blazing light can hide reali-
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ty. The big, spectacular, “normal” celebration we strive for may turn out to be the greatest disappointment 
of all. 

So, let’s do something else. Trusting that God is providing a future, let’s express our disappointment, name 
our loss, acknowledge our fear, exercise our grief, and give voice to our resignation and despair. God-With-
Us, grant us a whisper of promise and a flicker of hope and the grace to express our disappointment in the 
confidence that You are providing a future. In the Name of Jesus. Amen  

The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D. 

Council Highlights 
November 9 Meeting 

• Please wear your name tag. 

• Christian Neighbors has accepted our offer to sell 2.68 acres of our land for $75,000.  The sale is going forward. 

• Communion continues in the Sanctuary during the service. 

• Masks are still required. 

• We are still looking for a partner church to help us with a Soup Supper. 
 
December News 

• A Special Meeting was held on November 21 to approve the minutes of the November 9 meeting.  This officially made Marne 
Sieber, as President, and Cheryl Klein, as Secretary, Hope’s representatives in the land sale to Christian Neighbors. 

• Electronically, Council approved the payment of $150 to Pastor Julie for conducting the three Advent services and accompany-
ing Bible Studies. 

• Electronically, Council accepted with regret the resignation of Louise McCallum as church secretary. 

• Electronically, Council approved Tammy Gage’s request to use the building on January 8 for a family Christmas Party. 

• Next Meeting—Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 6 p.m. in the Education Room. 

Dear Church Family, On behalf of the Board, Executive Director, Staff, Volunteers, and Clients, we would like 
to extend a heartfelt thank you for your faithful support of Christian Neighbors. Everything we do is possible 
because of your prayers and generous support. Galatians 5:13 
 

Thank you, thank you for your generous gift of love! Bob and I are grateful for your friend-
ship, support, prayers, and the opportunity to be part of such a loving and wonderful 
church family! May God continue to bless you throughout the coming year! Sue 
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Amy Woodruff 

Phyllis Wigg 

Dick & Louise Adams 

Shari Hales (Pat Vance’s niece) 
Sherry Dodes (Sandy Fletcher’s sister) 
Jacob DeRyke (serving overseas, grandson of Mary DeRyke) 
Coronavirus pandemic (all those affected) 
Dick and Pauline Northrop (Dick recovery; Pauline upcoming 
throat surgery) 
Bill Vance (continuing issues) 
Jeanne Spagnoli 
Laura Frost (undiagnosed severe illness, Chuck and Nancy Gregory’s lovely neighbor) 
Jane Perry (healing for cancer, friend of Nancy Gregory) 
Kathy Brogan (Rick File family friend)  
Sandy Fletcher Hodge Family (Dave returned home to be with the Lord) 
Shirley & Maury Thompson (Shirley now on oral meds for cancer) 
Sue & Bob Daniels (Sue, continued healing from cancer treatments; Bob, prostate cancer treatment; Covid 
pneumonia recovery in hospital) 
Kate Crans (Tammy Gage’s Mom, kidney dialysis) 
Family of Melissa McDannald (Mary DeRyke’s sister; passed away) 
Walter Vance (Bill’s brother; chemo for bone cancer) 
Jenny Vance & her father (Bill & Pat's daughter-in-law; he is paralyzed from stroke, Jenny dealing with not 
being able to go to be with Dad in China)  
Richard Ward (recovery from open heart surgery) 
Roxy Reed (recovery from Covid) 
Johann Northrop (multiple sclerosis/therapy) 
Family of Mike McGlothlen (passed away; step-brother of Veronica Johnson)  
Alicia Meiaurer (healing and adjustment following leg amputation, friend of the Thompson family)  
Family of Jason Newman (passed away, friend of the Thompson family)  
Family of Olga Mesik (passed away, mother of Dennis Mesik)  
Jerry LaLiberte’ (upcoming skin graft surgery, recovery and healing)  
Kerry Hardy (hospitalization & emergency surgery recovery) 
Family of Bob Spagnoli (passed away in his sleep Tuesday night; had been living near his sister on the east 
side of the state; there will be no memorial service) 
 

OUR SYNOD & ELCA LEADERS: 
Bishop Craig Satterlee, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors David Sprang and Roseanne Anderson. ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE 

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This list is confidential. 

In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs for prayer. It is published in the eBlasts, worship 
bulletins, and the Together Newsletter. They are also read out loud during worship. 

Tuesday Bible Study Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope at 9:30 am and prays for 
various prayer requests.  
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6-Kenna Sieber                                     
9-Dennis Vincent                                   
18-Macie Martin 
19-Jacob Wood 
20-Sue Daniels; Bob Daniels 
27-Lilly File 

 

 Please let us know if we have inadvertently left a birthday or anniversary off our list. We want to celebrate everyone’s special day! 

    

 
8-Matthew Thomas 
11-Zander Kasper 
24-Dick Koch; Ashley Ristau 

 

16-Rick & Victoria File 

EARTH TIPS from Pat Vance 
Now that I am cooking for one, I’ve given extra thought as to how to not waste food.  
It is estimated that 40% of the food produced in the U.S. is wasted each year.  Since 
growing and moving food supplies involves a huge amount of energy and water, that 
means that one of the ways we can reduce our carbon footprint is by not wasting 
the food we purchase. 

I’ve changed my shopping habits.  I don’t purchase fresh food unless I am out of that 
item and know I will use it by its spoilage date.  I like to shop sales, so I buy things 
like sweet potatoes and regular potatoes and bake a batch at a time, mash them and freeze them.  I’ve 
found that I really have to take care about the purchase of salad greens – it’s easy to buy too much, so the “2 
for” sales don’t appeal any more, at least if you are required to buy two to get the sale price. 

Bread is another item easy to waste.  I keep it in the freezer and remove one slice or roll at a time.  I either 
let it thaw at room temp or toast it before I use it.  When I get to the end of a loaf, or if things just get too 
stale because I don’t eat much bread, I break the items into pieces, dry them in a bowl on the counter, and 
throw them in a blender.  I haven’t bought bread crumbs for meatloaf or for breading meat for years. 

And I’ve mentioned this before, but winter is an especially good time to make soup, so save all those bits of 
leftover veggies, meats, rice and gravy in one container in the freezer marked “soup”.  When it gets full, add 
canned tomatoes or broth, adjust the seasonings, and enjoy a wonderful soup! 

Whether you are cooking for one or several, checking the pantry shelves and planning to use what is there, 
not buying things just because they are on sale, and not succumbing to the lure of the “economy” size when 
you won’t use it, are all important habits to cultivate.  And divide the grocery list into two parts – one for 
items that you need right away, and one for items that you know you will need soon but can wait for them 
to go on sale.  You can save the earth and save money at the same time! 
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Monthly Attendance 

DATE 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON  
ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP  

LIVESTREAM  
ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP 

TOTAL VIEWS 
ONLINE 

TOTAL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  

ATTENDANCE 
(Preschool - Adults) 

Nov. 7 29 10 38 18 

Nov. 14 20 10 46 14 

Nov. 21 20 12 43 14 

Nov. 28 20 14 46 n/a 

Dec. 5 27 12  14 

Dec. 12 21 12  10 

Dec. 19 23 10  n/a 

Dec. 24 48 14  n/a 

Dec. 26 Virtual only n/a  n/a 

Livestream Attendance: The ELCA has stated that we are to take the highest number of viewers and double that number. In some 
households one person may be watching and in another household three people may be watching. So this recommendation is 
simply a way to gauge total viewers/attendance. 
Total Views:  Total views are kind of a fuzzy number. The older the video, the more views it tends to have. If somebody decides to 
watch multiple services the numbers go up for every worship service clicked on. 

Monthly Giving 

DATE GENERAL GIVING DESIGNATED GIVING YEARLY AVERAGE OF  
WEEKLY GENERAL GIVING 

Nov. 7 $895.00 $2,212.89 $1,563.00 

Nov. 14 $2,891.37 $317.50 $1,591.00 

Nov. 21 $1,547.00 $10.00 $1,587.00 

Nov. 28 $443.00 $1.50 $1,567.00 

Dec. 5 $993.00 $223.00 $1,555.00 

Dec. 12 $1,643.00 $161.25 $1,557.00 

Dec. 19 $2,103.00 $181.00 $1,567.00 

Dec. 26 $1,655.00 $34.00 $1,569.00 

We continue to receive our offering through cash, checks, mail, Simply Giving, and automatic deposits from members’ banks 
deposited directly to Hope’s account. Our offering will be counted and recorded weekly by designated counters; thank you! 

The committee believes there are still some issues to resolve.  We will be 
meeting soon to discuss what our next steps will be in gaining resolution 
of these issues.  We’ll keep you posted. 

Hope Cookbook 2020 
 

There are still lots of copies of the cookbook available! The cost is $15; money 
from this fundraising project is dedicated to covering the cost of paving the park-
ing lot. Recipes were submitted by Hope’s members, friends, and relatives. 
Cheryl and Tom Klein and Louise McCallum did the typing, designing, printing, 
cutting, and binding of the books. Please consider buying several as gifts! 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH   
290 12th Street    
Plainwell, MI 49080  

 
Phone: 269-685-1348   
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com   
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org 
Hope’s Facebook page: 

Hope Lutheran, Plainwell, MI 
Hope’s YouTube channel:   

Hope Lutheran Church, Plainwell, MI 
 
Office Hours: by appointment 
 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
 
Pastor  
Rev. Julie Winklepleck (Stated Supply) 
 
Staff   
Sue Daniels - Music & Media Coordinator 
Dennis Vincent - Custodian 
 
 
2022 COUNCIL 
Executive Board 
President, Marne Sieber 
Vice President, Veronica Johnson 
Treasurer, Fran Koehl 
Secretary, Cheryl Klein 
 
Council at Large 
Tammy Gage 
Dick Koch 

Worship & Music  
Judy Spiekermann 
Fran Koehl 
Veronica Johnson 
Judi Gage 
Sue Daniels 

Pastoral Care 
Pat Vance 
Sigrid LaLiberté 
Dianna Sherman 
Mitzi Henke 
Fran Koehl 

Mutual Ministry 
Pauline Northrop 
Brian Roblyer 
Dianna Sherman 
Judy Spiekermann 

Call Committee 
Marne Sieber 
Judi Gage 
Brian Roblyer 
Dick Koch 
Fran Koehl 
Bill Vance 
Veronica Johnson 

 

Stewardship Message for January 2022 

Giving for 2021 was down, but since we are not paying a 

pastor’s salary and benefits, expenses were also down.  As 

we look forward to 2022 and calling a pastor, we all need 

to think about increasing our giving. 

HOPE’S ITEMS FOR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOR’S FOOD PANTRY 

Our items for January are canned chicken/canned tuna. Donations may be brought to 
the church and placed in the bin located in the entryway or in the bin in the back of 
Christian Neighbors. Donations can be made at Christian Neighbors any time, but best 
times to drop off at Christian Neighbors: Monday 9-5, Tuesday 9-12 and 1-4, Thursday 
9-5, Friday 9-12. 


