
1 

 

May 2022 

Grace and peace to you! 

I am looking forward to getting to know you all and in 
serving in our community. Here is a little bit about me 
and my family which I hope you will find fun and inter-
esting. 

Family: My husband Pr. James and I met while attending 
Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary (now United Lutheran 
Seminary) in Gettysburg, PA.  We have two sons Titus 
and Timothy. My mother- and father-in-law live in Mid-
land, MI and love to come for visits. My parents live in 
Indiana, PA (hometown of actor James “Jimmy” Stew-
art”) which is located about an hour and fifteen minutes 
east of Pittsburgh. I also have an older sister and young-
er brother who both live in Indiana, PA, a grandmother 
who lives in State College, PA, and an aunt and uncle 
who live in Punta Gorda, FL.  

Reading: I love reading! I especially enjoy fantasy, sci-
ence fiction, and mystery. Some of my favorite book se-
ries include: Harry Potter, Hunger Games, Brother Cad-
fael Mysteries, Sister Frevisse Mysteries, Redwall series, 
The Giver, Lord of the Rings, and books by Katherine Ap-
plegate. I also enjoy reading history and biography books 
and recently read biographies on Malcolm X, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and Pope John Paul II.  

Outdoors: I love being outside in nice weather! My favorite season is Fall because I love the changing 
leaves, moderate temperatures, Halloween, and anything pumpkin and apple flavored! I enjoy walking 
outside, hiking, reading outdoors, and doing some light gardening. My husband Pr. James really enjoys 
gardening and each year plants a lot of vegetables for canning pizza sauce, pasta sauce, salsa, and he also 
cans fruit like peaches and pears.  

Sports: Pr. James is a huge fan of all teams Detroit! His college football team is the Michigan Wolverines. I 
enjoy watching Detroit sports with my family, but my college team of choice is Notre Dame (go Irish!). I 
also keep track of Penn State football as my family has gone to Penn State for at least three generations. I 
also enjoy watching women’s soccer and men’s/ women’s Olympic curling.  

Animals: I love animals and learning new things about animals! One of my favorite activities is going with 
my family to Binder Park and John Ball Zoo. I really enjoy primates, bears, and bird species. I usually have 
seed feeders up, and seasonally hummingbird feeders, and enjoy learning to identify birds by their calls 
and flight movements. We also have two cats named Doc and Benedict “Benny.” 

Food: I really like trying new foods! If I had to narrow my favorite food down to one thing it would proba-
bly be macaroni and cheese. I also enjoy Mexican, Thai, Chinese, Middle eastern, and Italian food.  

Movies / television: I enjoy watching a variety of movies and television shows. Some of my favorites are 
Father Brown Mysteries, Sister Boniface Mysteries, Vienna Blood, The Witcher, anything Marvel, All Crea-
tures Great and Small, PBS Nature, NOVA, and a variety of sports.  

Pastor Nicole 
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Our Need for Good Friday   

“Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline,” the document that establishes our church body’s necessary 
guidelines for our conduct, actions, and ways in which we communicate with one another, was recently re-
vised to include members of congregations, in addition to rostered ministers and congregations. You can 
read the document here: https://bit.ly/38CqFQy  

The grounds for discipline of members of congregations seem obvious. They include persistent and public 
denial of the Christian faith; willful and/or criminal conduct grossly unbecoming of a member of the church; 
continual and intentional interference with the ministry of the congregation; and willful and repeated har-
assment, abuse, bullying, libel, or slander of another member(s) of the congregation, including rostered min-
isters (pastors and deacons) and staff. 

It is a fact of human life, including life in the church, that we do not make rules until rules are needed. In oth-
er words, this document was expanded to include members of congregations because the kinds of behavior 
that are grounds for discipline are occurring in our church. Though the church is certainly a gathering of sin-
ners, it is not a place where we sin free of accountability and consequence. 

I share this for two reasons. First, we are currently experiencing a great deal of conflict in the congregations 
of our synod. We all need a reminder of the promise we make when a pastor or deacon is installed: “In all 
things, to strive to live together in the peace and harmony of Christ.” We all need to pause and recognize 
that there is hurt, brokenness, accountability, and consequences when we do not.  

Second, we receive this newsletter on Good Friday. We all need to contemplate how much even Christ’s 
Church needs Jesus to save us and to raise us to new life. Whether we are emerging from the pandemic now 
or still waiting for that time to come, we will emerge having said and done things contrary to living together 
in the peace and harmony of Christ. Perhaps we can bring them to the cross this Good Friday, not to absolve 
ourselves and to move on, but so that we can confess our sins, seek forgiveness appropriately, amend our 
lives, and move on to new life together. 

I am finding the Prayer of the Day for Ash Wednesday especially meaningful as I prepare to worship and 
preach on Good Friday: 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are peni-
tent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the 
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I am also praying that, in our interactions, the church 
has the faith and courage to authentically and genu-
inely be Easter for itself and for the world.  

 

Standing with you at the cross,  

The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop  

Bishop’s Newsletter for North/West Lower Michigan Synod  
Proclaiming Christ and prayerfully participating in Jesus' own work of reconciling the world to God's very self!  

Address: 2900 N. Waverly Road, Lansing MI 48906 Phone: 517-321-5066 email: bishopcraigsatterlee@mittensynod.org  

https://bit.ly/38CqFQy
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Phyllis Wigg 

Dick & Louise Adams 

Shari Hales (Pat Vance’s niece) 
Sherry Dodes (Sandy Fletcher’s sister) 
Jacob DeRyke (serving overseas, grandson of Mary DeRyke) 
Bill Vance (continuing issues) 
Jeanne Spagnoli 
Coronavirus pandemic (all those affected) 
Dick and Pauline Northrop  
Laura Frost (undiagnosed severe illness, Chuck and Nancy Gregory’s lovely neighbor) 
Jane Perry (healing for cancer, friend of Nancy Gregory) 
Shirley & Maury Thompson (Shirley now on oral meds for cancer) 
Sue & Bob Daniels (Sue, continued healing; Bob, recovery so he can return to work) 
Kate Crans (Tammy Gage’s Mom, kidney dialysis) 
Richard Ward (recovery from open heart surgery) 
Roxy Reed (recovery from lung surgery) 
Johann Northrop (multiple sclerosis/therapy; Covid recovery) 
Alicia Meiaurer (healing and adjustment following leg amputation, friend of the Thompson family)  
Jerry LaLiberte’ (recovery and healing)  
Rev. David Lowder (former pastor at St. Stephens; final stages of ALS) 
Michael (son of Pauline Northrup; recovery from emergency surgery) 
Dan Curtiss (friend of Maury & Shirley Thompson; health concerns) 
Bill Crane (husband of Karen Crane; recovery from Covid)  
Bob Vance (Bill’s brother; Covid pneumonia - hospitalized; has COPD) 
Family of Cyndi Trobeck (friend of Sue Daniels; mayor of Otsego; passed away March 14) 
Family of Amy Woodruff (Dick & Diane Woodruff, parents; Amy passed away Feb. 27) 
Ukrainian people around the world 
Family of Samantha Knight (friend of Sue Daniels; lost her battle with cancer on April 9) 
Family of Anne Wallace (friend of Nancy Gregory; passed away from sudden heart attack)  
 
OUR SYNOD & ELCA LEADERS: 
Bishop Craig Satterlee, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors David Sprang and Roseanne Anderson. ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; and the leadership of the Episcopal church. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE 

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This list is confidential. 

In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs for prayer. It is published in the eBlasts, worship 
bulletins, and the Together Newsletter. They are also read out loud during worship. 

Tuesday Bible Study Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope at 9:30 am and prays for 
various prayer requests.  

Prayer requests are coordinated by Judi Gage at (269) 685-5919 or h2jgage@charter.net 
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EARTH TIPS from Pat Vance 

Cleaning the garage or storage area?  Take this advice, please, to protect yourself, your family, and your pets: 

1) Aerosols – Use only in well-ventilated place.  Be aware that the propellant may be flammable; don’t 
use near open flames.  Dispose of in trash. 

2) Auto oils and fluids – definitely poisonous.  Use carefully; clean up spills; dispose of by taking to an oil 
change place. 

3) Auto waxes and polishes – harmful if swallowed; eye and skin irritant.  Use outside only.  Disposal by 
using up completely or in hazardous waste. 

4) Lacquer and lacquer thinner – extremely flammable; highly toxic.  Use in well-ventilated area.  Dis-
pose of in hazardous waste. 

5) Paint strippers, thinners, other solvents – many are flammable; moderately toxic.  Use in well-
ventilated area away from flames.  Avoid aerosols.  Dispose products and rags in hazardous waste. 

6) Oil-based paints and varnishes – flammable.  Use in well-ventilated area, away from open flame.  Dis-
pose of in hazardous waste, or by donating to Habitat for Humanity Store. 

7) Latex paints – For disposal of small amounts, let can sit open till completely dry, then put in trash.  
Larger amounts, donate to Habitat for Humanity Store or to a community theater group for painting 
sets. 

8) Pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, slug bait, rodent poison, wood preservatives – no surprise they’re 
all highly toxic!  Some are readily absorbed through the skin, so use latex gloves when applying.  Look 
on the internet for better alternatives (like beer for slugs); otherwise carefully follow label instruc-
tions.  Dispose in hazardous waste. 

Be aware that some of your cleaning supplies can also be hazardous if not used properly.  Never mix bleach 
and ammonia – together they make toxic chlorine gas.  Think carefully about how you use cleaners.  I once 
had a friend call me asking what to do – she had cleaned their above-ground pool with chlorine bleach solu-
tion by getting in the pool!  After an emergency room visit, she couldn’t wear shoes and socks for a week.   

Read labels.  Concrete cleaner often contains muriatic acid, chemically the same as stomach acid, but at a 
concentration 60 times greater.  If you don’t know what something is, look it up! 

Plainwell residents can drop off household hazardous waste at Drug and Lab, 331 Broad St, 
free on May 25 between 3 and 6 p.m.  

 

Council Highlights—April 12 Meeting 
 

• A BIG Thank You to Sigrid LaLiberte for donating a new coffee maker. 

• Fellowship activities, including after service coffee hour, have resumed. 

• Council is still looking for Synod Assembly delegates—one male and one female. 

• Please remember to flip the Rest Room signs when you enter and leave.  We are still asking that 
there be one person at a time in each Rest Room. 

• Our May Spotlight Ministry is Property & Maintenance. 

• Next Meeting—Tuesday, May 10 at 6 p.m. in the Education Room. 
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2-Sophia Barbee 
7-Martha Emerson 
8-Mark Babcock, Pearl Morse 
10-Dianna Sherman 
11-Stephanie Martin, Lisa Multer, Dawn Roblyer 
12-John Multer    
20-Norm McCallum 
27-Nelson Multer 
28-Alex Barbee 

3-Dick & Pauline Northrop 
14-Mark & Sandy Babcock 
17-Richard & Irene Ward 
19-Brent & Marya Barbee 
19-Robert & Jennifer Loftus 
24-Jon & Tammy Schultz 
27-Chuck & Nancy Gregory 

 Please let us know if we have inadvertently left a birthday or anniversary off our list. We want to celebrate everyone’s special day! 

Sunday Morning Monthly Attendance 

DATE 
IN-PERSON  

ATTENDANCE 
LIVESTREAM  
ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
ATTENDANCE 

(Preschool - Adults) 
April 3 28 12 n/a 

April 10 48 10 n/a 

April 17 50 10 n/a 

April 24 27 12 14  
 

Monthly Giving 

DATE GENERAL GIVING DESIGNATED GIVING YEARLY AVERAGE OF  
WEEKLY GENERAL GIVING 

April 3 $1,063.00 $21.05 $1,378.00 

April 10 $1,040.00 $235.00 $1,355.00 

April 17 $1,723.00 $585.42 $1,378.00 

April 24 $1,368.00 $672.00 $1,378.00 

We continue to receive our offering through cash, checks, mail, Simply Giving, and automatic deposits from members’ banks 
deposited directly to Hope’s account. Our offering will be counted and recorded weekly by designated counters; thank you! 

Hope Cookbook 2020 
 

There are still lots of copies of the cookbook available! The cost is $15; money from 
this fundraising project is dedicated to covering the cost of paving the parking lot. 
Recipes were submitted by Hope’s members, friends, and relatives.  

    

4-Rachel Kellogg 
12-Emma Hawke-Martin 
16-Brian Roblyer 
20-John Morse 
26-Ted Koehl 
23-Xavier Ott 

9-Bob & Sue Daniels 
12-Tom & Cheryl Klein   
13-Bill & Pat Vance 
18-Tim & Julie Kellogg 
28-Tim & Judy Spiekermann 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH   
290 12th Street    
Plainwell, MI 49080  

 
Phone: 269-685-1348   
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com   
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org 
Hope’s Facebook page: 

Hope Lutheran, Plainwell, MI 
Hope’s YouTube channel:   

Hope Lutheran Church, Plainwell, MI 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10-noon; Wednesday & Thursday 9-noon 
 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 
Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
 
Pastor  
Rev. Julie Winklepleck (Stated Supply) 
 
Staff   
Sue Daniels - Music & Media Coordinator 
Veronica Johnson  - Interim Office Staff 
Dennis Vincent - Custodian 
 
 
2022 COUNCIL 
Executive Board 
President, Marne Sieber 
Vice President, Veronica Johnson 
Treasurer, Fran Koehl 
Secretary, Cheryl Klein 
 
Council at Large 
Tammy Gage 

Worship & Music  
Judy Spiekermann 
Fran Koehl 
Veronica Johnson 
Judi Gage 
Sue Daniels 

Pastoral Care 
Pat Vance 
Sigrid LaLiberté 
Dianna Sherman 
Mitzi Henke 
Fran Koehl 

Mutual Ministry 
Pauline Northrop 
Brian Roblyer 
Dianna Sherman 
Judy Spiekermann 

Call Committee 
Marne Sieber 
Judi Gage 
Brian Roblyer 
Dick Koch 
Fran Koehl 
Bill Vance 
Veronica Johnson 

Stewardship Message for May 2022 

If you give, you will receive.  Your gift will return to you in full measure, 

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running 

over.  Whatever measure you use in giving—large or small—it will be 

used to measure what it gives back to you. Luke 6:38 

At our Semi-Annual meeting on April 24, the congregation voted to call 

Pastor Nicole Smith.  We need to support her. 

HOPE’S ITEMS FOR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOR’S FOOD PANTRY 

Our items for May are Cake Mix and Frosting. Donations may be brought to the church 
and placed in the bin located in the entryway or at Christian Neighbors any time, but 
best times to drop off at Christian Neighbors: Monday 9-5,  Tuesday 9-12 & 1-4, 
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-12. 


