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June 2022 

 

Welcome, Pastor Nicole and family! We’re so pleased to have you joining us and look forward to your 

leadership in worship and our church!  

Sunday, June 12, we move to our summer worship schedule of one service 

at 9:30 a.m. both in-person and online. This schedule will continue through 

Labor Day weekend. 

New magnetic name tag holders are available! Please be aware that the magnets are 

extremely strong and those with pacemakers or similar devices should not use them. 

You may exchange your clip-on holder for a magnetic one on the table in the narthex. 

Please see Veronica with any questions. Thank you! 

A special thank you to Pastor Julie for her time with us. On behalf of the 

congregation, Marne presented her with a lovely pendant in the form of 

the Chartres labyrinth; labyrinths were part of the prayer practices Pastor 

Julie shared with us during Lent.  We will miss her exuberance, joyful sing-

ing, and the variety of gifts she shared with us during her time here. Bless-

ings on your continued work as a Chaplain, Pastor Julie, and we’ll hope to 

see you again soon! 

 

We are also extremely grateful for Pastor Mike, Pastor Bob, and Pastor 

Dan and their worship leadership during the call process. Thank you, and 

we look forward to the next time we have the chance to worship with 

you! 

Important Dates to Note 

Sun., June 12 - Pastor Nicole's first service 
Tues., June 14 - Mutual Ministry Team 4 p.m. 
Tues., June 14 - Council Meeting 6 p.m. 
Wed., June 22 - Pastor Nicole's Installation Service 7 p.m. 
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Council Highlights—May 10 Meeting 

• Pastor Julie’s last Sunday with us will be June 5th.  Please join us for a time of fellowship.  It is Pente-
cost, so remember to wear red. 

• Pastor Nicole’s first Sunday with us will be June 12th.  Join us for a time of fellowship. 

• Pastor Nicole will be installed on Wednesday evening, June 22, at 7 p.m. 

• Next Meeting—Tuesday, June 14 at 6 p.m. in the Education Room. 

This lovely picture is courtesy 

of Veronica—just a little re-

minder of the wonderful new 

life we find in God’s world dur-

ing the spring! Where have you 

seen new life this year? Or 

maybe new growth in your 

life? Lean into this time of re-

newal and growth and look for 

God’s presence… listen for 

God’s voice… may you find that 

God’s blessings abound! 

 

Plainwell Festival Days  Come visit us during Plainwell 
Festival Days at our vendor booth on June 25th.  We will 
have information available about our new building, 
newsletter sign-ups, and ways you can support Christian 
Neighbors.  Come by and say Hello!  

Christian Neighbors News 

We are Hiring! 

Food Pantry Helper – Christian Neighbors is looking for 
a part-time food pantry helper. This position is three 
days a week on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays up to 
20 hours per week. You must be able to bend and lift up 
to 50 pounds, as this position involves unloading weekly 
food deliveries.  You must be able to read labels on food 
packaging, stock pantry shelves, sweep and mop the 
floors weekly. You must have good communication 
skills, be able to work well with others, have reliable 
transportation, and be able to follow instructions.  
  

Email: tshaler@christianneighbors.org or call 269-685-
4166 ext. 101 for an application. 
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Sunday School  

Year-end Celebration 

 
The kids divided themselves into girls vs. boys and had 
a list of 30 items to find. Each adult in the group took a 
photo of the item with the kids in it. Amazingly, 
both groups found all 30 items just seconds before the 
timer went off. The hardest item to find was a King 
James Version of the Bible. We ended with ice cream 
sundaes!  

Scavenger Hunt  
Take a picture of the item once you find it. 
10 Pointers 
1. A cross (of any kind) 
2. A soundboard of any size 
3. A painting, or picture, or mural of Jesus 
4. An adult leader making a funny face 
5. Pastor’s office 
20 Pointers 
1. A choir robe 
2. Church sign by the road 
3. An offering plate or bucket  
4. A pew 
5. The baptismal fount  
30 Pointers 
1. A hymnal opened to “Amazing Grace” 
2. A stained-glass window 
3. A janitor’s closet 
4. A coffee making machine 
5. The pulpit or lectern in the sanctuary 
40 Pointers 
1. An “In Memory Of…” plaque 
2. A King James Version Bible 
3. A filing cabinet  
4. A baby changing table 
5. A “handicap only” parking sign 
50 Pointers 
1. A thank you card 
2. A musical instrument 
3. Any outdoor or indoor recreational equipment (volleyball net, bas-
ketball goal, soccer field, etc) 
4. A box of crackers  
5. An outdoor chair 
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Talking About Jesus  

Recently, several congregations have asked me to come and talk to them about mission and vision planning 
now that the COVID-19 pandemic is over. As I thought about this, I realized there are a few complications 
with this request. First, it will never be over. We will learn to live with COVID and other pandemics and ill-
nesses as they come along. Second, COVID has caused us to re-examine everything. We have made some 
radical changes in the last two years. We have to evaluate what new things we keep and what things we 
stopped doing that need not come back. Third, no one knows what the future looks like, so 3-5 year mission 
plans are probably not worth the effort because no one knows what the world will look like in 3-5 years. 
Fourth, there is a lot going on that has influence on making plans for the future.  

However, what I thought about most was that almost no one asked me to come and talk about evangelism 
and learning to talk about Jesus. It is my theory that since the 1950s our evangelism plan has been “if we 
build it, they will come.” In recent years this changed to “all we need is a praise band and people will come.” 
These plans were even reflected in the limited number of evangelism resources available to congregations. 
There was a point about two years ago where if a person went to the ELCA website and searched for evan-
gelism resources, they received a response of “none found.” After that, the resources posted were over 10 
years old and about faith practices. With all of the changes in our world, these plans became out-dated. In 
conversations I’ve had with colleagues in our Synod and in the ELCA, I’ve come to realize that by focusing on 
these out-dated ideas and plans, we lost our ability to talk about Jesus, which is really what we should be 
doing. 

So, what can we do to begin to regain the language of Jesus? First, start asking yourself and others in your 
congregation these questions: Where have you seen Jesus this week?, How have you seen God working in 
your life recently?, What is God up to in your congregation or community?, What is your favorite bible story 
and why?, What character in scripture do you identify with?, and What bible passage inspires or comforts 
you most? Really think about these questions and let people share their responses. Push them to actually 
name the work of Jesus in the world. 

Second, take a look at some of the new evangelism resources available on the ELCA website: https:// 
elca.org/evangelism. In addition, there are scholars across the church, including Bishop Satterlee, who are 
working on resources to help the church regain the language of talking about Jesus. As these resources be-
come available, we’ll share them on the Synod’s website.  

Third, the ELCA is promoting a 90-day mission planning tool as a way to get re-engaged, which is available on 
the Synod’s website: https://mittensynod.org/docs/REVIVE90DayPlan.pdf. I am also available to come and 
work with congregations on re-engaging, focusing on the ideas above and on learning to talk about Jesus 
and inviting people to meet Jesus. 

We can make grand plans for the future of the church and 
our congregations, but if we cannot regain the language of 
talking about Jesus and inviting folks to meet Jesus, then all 
our plans are for naught.  

 

The Rev. David E. Sprang 
Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission  

Bishop’s Newsletter for North/West Lower Michigan Synod  
Proclaiming Christ and prayerfully participating in Jesus' own work of reconciling the world to God's very self!  

Address: 2900 N. Waverly Road, Lansing MI 48906 Phone: 517-321-5066 email: bishopcraigsatterlee@mittensynod.org  

https://elca.org/evangelism
https://elca.org/evangelism
https://mittensynod.org/docs/REVIVE90DayPlan.pdf
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Dick & Louise Adams 
Shari Hales (Pat Vance’s niece) 
Sherry Dodes (Sandy Fletcher’s sister) 
Jacob DeRyke (serving overseas, Mary DeRyke's grandson) 
Coronavirus pandemic (all those affected) 
Dick and Pauline Northrop 
Bill Vance (continuing issues) 
Jeanne Spagnoli 
Laura Frost (undiagnosed severe illness, Chuck and Nancy Gregory’s lovely neighbor) 
Jane Perry (healing for cancer, friend of Nancy Gregory) 
Shirley & Maury Thompson (Shirley cancer treatment; Maury congestive heart failure diagnosis) 
Sue & Bob Daniels (Sue, continued healing; Bob, prostate cancer & recovery from hip replacement surgery) 
Kate Crans (Tammy Gage’s Mom, kidney dialysis) 
Richard Ward (recovery from open heart surgery) 
Roxy Reed (recovery from lung surgery) 
Johann Northrop (multiple sclerosis/therapy; Covid recovery) 
Alicia Meiaurer (healing and adjustment following leg amputation, friend of the Thompson family) 
Jerry LaLiberte' (continued issues) 
Rev. David Lowder (former pastor at St. Stephens; final stages of ALS) 
Michael (son of Pauline Northrup; recovery from complications following surgery) 
Dan Curtiss (friend of Maury & Shirley Thompson; health concerns & upcoming tests) 
Family of Cyndi Trobeck (friend of Sue Daniels; mayor of Otsego; passed away March 14) 
Family of Amy Woodruff (Dick & Diane Woodruff, parents; Amy passed away Feb. 27) 
Ukrainian people around the world 
Family of Samantha Knight (friend of Sue Daniels; lost her battle with cancer on April 9) 
Family of Anne Wallace (friend of Nancy Gregory; passed away from sudden heart attack) 
Family of Phyllis Wigg (founding member of Hope Lutheran; passed away at age 100 on April 27) 
All impacted by recent tragedies and shootings 
Family of Ron Lyons (passed away on May 28 following a fall) 
 
OUR SYNOD & ELCA LEADERS: 
Bishop Craig Satterlee, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors David Sprang and Roseanne Anderson. ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; and the leadership of the Episcopal church. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE 

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This list is confidential. 

In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs for prayer. It is published in the eBlasts, worship 
bulletins, and the Together Newsletter. They are also read out loud during worship. 

Tuesday Bible Study Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope at 9:30 am and prays for 
various prayer requests.  

Prayer requests are coordinated by Judi Gage at (269) 685-5919 or h2jgage@charter.net 
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EARTH TIPS from Pat Vance 

As this is written, the laurels and lilacs are in bloom, as are the iris and late tulips.  What a mar-
velous Creator God we have – so imaginative, and so loving to give us such beauty!  Let’s all use 
this season of beauty to renew our commitment to serve our God and others by taking care of 
our Earth. 

Did you know that many of the everyday cleaning supplies you have in your home need to be handled with 
care?  Here’s a continuation of last month’s list of home chemicals: 

Aerosols:  Propellant may be flammable – don't use around open flames.  Dispose of only when empty, in 
trash. 

Batteries:  Mercury button type need to be put in hazardous waste.  Others can be recycled – check with your 
township or municipality.  Auto batteries should be taken to a repair place for recycling. 

Beach, chlorine:  Corrosive to eyes and skin; poisonous if swallowed.  NEVER MIX WITH AMMONIA! 

Disinfectants:  Eye and skin irritant; poisonous if swallowed.  Excessive use of anti=bacterial agents can lead 
to resistant bacteria – plain soap or detergent will do the trick.  Read labels – some may contain bleach (see 
warning in bleach). 

Drain cleaners:  Very corrosive; may be fatal if swallowed.  Try not to use.  Use plungers, plumber’s snake, vin-
egar and baking soda followed by boiling water. 

Flea powders, sprays, collars and shampoo:  Moderately poisonous.  DO NOT USE DOG PRODUCTS ON CATS.  
Vacuum house regularly and thoroughly; launder pet bedding regularly. 

Medicines:  Expired or not needed medicines (OTC or scrip) can be dropped off at a red box.  Our nearest one 
is just inside the main door of the Plainwell Safety Building and is available during business hours.  DO NOT 
PUT DOWN DRAIN OR FLUSH DOWN TOILET.  Water purification systems cannot remove these from the water 
before it goes to your house and you drink it. 

Metal polishes: Mildly to very poisonous.  Use up according to label, give away or put in hazardous waste.  
Alternatives are vinegar and salt or baking soda on a damp sponge. 

Oven Cleaner:  Corrosive; very harmful if swallowed; can cause eye damage.  Use up, give away or put in haz-
ardous waste. Alternative is to heat oven to 200 degrees, turn off, leave dish of ammonia in overnight; then 
wipe with damp cloth and baking soda solution the next morning.  Do not put baking soda on heating ele-
ments. 

Window cleaner:  Use up according to label instructions.  Alternative is a blob of vinegar and a few drops of 
Dawn dish detergent in a gallon of water.  Squeegee and wipe edges with an old towel. 

Wood polishes, cleaners and waxes:  Fumes can irritate eyes; harmful if swallowed.  Petroleum types are 
flammable.  Use up according to label instructions or put in hazardous waste. 

If you have young children or grandchildren around, be sure to keep cleaning supplies safely stored away from 
their reach.  Read labels!! 

These lists have not been meant to scare you - just make you aware that everyday products we take for grant-
ed are not always without personal and environmental consequences.  I hope you will print off these lists and 
keep them with your cleaning supplies! 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS THAT WANT TO HELP HOPE’S ENVIRONMENTAL MISSION 

Council has given permission for us to form a “Green” Committee.  Our function would be to come up with 
ideas and research them to see if we can make Hope Lutheran a more environmental place.  We would then 
present these to the property committee or to council.  There are many churches and organizations already in 
place to help us, such as Interfaith Power and Light, Great Lakes Renewable Energy, and several churches that 
have used creative means for their organizations to go solar. 

I hate meetings, so there would be few, and mostly to brainstorm ideas, with email/phone conversations in-
between to track our research progress.  If you are interested in being part of this committee, let Pat know. 
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3-Rick File 
4-Ryan Spiekermann, Griffin Roblyer 
7-Amy Woodruff, Lucy Morse 
19-Linda Cole 
27-Clovis Nelson 
28-Brent Barbee 

11-Keith & Tammy Gage 
14-Nelson & Diana Multer 
23-Nick & Julia Kellogg 

 Please let us know if we have inadvertently left a birthday or anniversary off our list. We want to celebrate everyone’s special day! 

Sunday Morning Monthly Attendance 

DATE 
IN-PERSON  

ATTENDANCE 
LIVESTREAM  
ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
ATTENDANCE 

(Preschool - Adults) 

May 1 27 12 13 

May 8 30 10 n/a 

May 15 23 10 13 

May 22 22 10 16 

May 29 30 10 n/a 
 

Monthly Giving 
General giving  average needed each week to make budget: $1,409  

DATE GENERAL GIVING DESIGNATED GIVING YEARLY AVERAGE OF  
WEEKLY GENERAL GIVING 

May 1 $1,298.00 $108.87 $1,373.00 

May 8 $2,198.00 $450.00 $1,417.00 

May 15 $318.00 $86.00 $1,362.00 

May 22 $1,659.54 $31.00 $1,376.00 

May 29 $425.00 $0.00 $1,333.00 

We continue to receive our offering through cash, checks, mail, Simply Giving, and automatic deposits from members’ banks 
deposited directly to Hope’s account. Our offering will be counted and recorded weekly by designated counters; thank you! 

Hope Cookbook 2020 
 

There are still lots of copies of the cookbook available! The cost is $15; money from 
this fundraising project is dedicated to covering the cost of paving the parking lot. 
Recipes were submitted by Hope’s members, friends, and relatives.  

    

4-Rachel Kellogg 
12-Emma Hawke-Martin 
16-Brian Roblyer 
20-John Morse 
26-Ted Koehl 
23-Xavier Ott 

9-Bob & Sue Daniels 
12-Tom & Cheryl Klein   
13-Bill & Pat Vance 
18-Tim & Julie Kellogg 
28-Tim & Judy Spiekermann 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH   
290 12th Street    
Plainwell, MI 49080  

 
Phone: 269-685-1348   
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com   
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org 
Hope’s Facebook page: 

Hope Lutheran, Plainwell, MI 
Hope’s YouTube channel:   

Hope Lutheran Church, Plainwell, MI 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10-noon; Wednesday & Thursday 9-noon 
 
Worship 9:30 a.m. beginning June 12 
 
Pastor  
Rev. Nicole Smith 
 
Staff   
Sue Daniels - Music & Media Coordinator 
Veronica Johnson  - Interim Office Staff 
Dennis Vincent - Custodian 
 
 
2022 COUNCIL 
Executive Board 
President, Marne Sieber 
Vice President, Veronica Johnson 
Treasurer, Fran Koehl 
Secretary, Cheryl Klein 
 
Council at Large 
Tammy Gage 
Dick Koch 

 

Worship & Music  
Judy Spiekermann 
Fran Koehl 
Veronica Johnson 
Judi Gage 
Sue Daniels 

Pastoral Care 
Pat Vance 
Sigrid LaLiberté 
Dianna Sherman 
Mitzi Henke 
Fran Koehl 

Mutual Ministry 
Pauline Northrop 
Brian Roblyer 
Dianna Sherman 
Judy Spiekermann 

Call Committee 
Marne Sieber 
Judi Gage 
Brian Roblyer 
Dick Koch 
Fran Koehl 
Bill Vance 
Veronica Johnson 

Stewardship Message  

June 2022 

HOPE’S ITEMS FOR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOR’S FOOD PANTRY 

Our items for June are Jell-O & Pudding Mix. Donations may be brought to the church 
and placed in the bin located in the entryway or at Christian Neighbors any time, but 
best times to drop off at Christian Neighbors: Monday 9-5,  Tuesday 9-12 & 1-4, 
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-12. 


