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Greetings in the name of Christ!
One of my favorite things about the Christian faith is the emphasis on both hearing holy
scripture and then, through the power and grace of the Triune God, living it out daily.
This is one reason I fell in love with worship that emphasizes both Word and Sacrament.
When we gather for worship, we hear (and experience) Jesus in the reading of Holy
Scripture. Jesus is the Word made flesh and so when the scriptures are proclaimed its
speaking Jesus into the midst of the congregation. But Jesus doesn’t just want us to hear
or think about him, he wants to nourish us with his very self, his very life, his very
essence.

This is where the sacraments come in! In sacraments, holy rituals that are promised by
Christ to give the reality they proclaim, we receive life from Jesus. So, for example in
baptism we really do receive the promises (reality) of eternal life, of the bodily
resurrection to come, the forgiveness of sins, etc. In the Eucharist (Holy Communion,
Lord’s Supper, etc.) we really do receive the body and blood of Jesus under the
appearance of bread and wine, and with that comes the promises (reality) of continued
forgives of sins, strength from the Holy Spirit, and Christ made present through the
gathered body of the baptized faithful.

This of course all describe what we do on Sunday, but the point of Sunday worship is to
be nourished and rejuvenated by Jesus for the rest of the week. So, what are ways that we
can continue to daily live our faith in our lives away from worship? Some ideas might
seem obvious like prayer, reading the Bible, and reading a devotional. These are
absolutely good ideas! However, have you ever thought of giving as a way to live your
faith? Usually when we think of giving and church it might come with one of the
following reactions, “Giving? Is it Fall and that weird stewardship time again?” “I am not
able to give money and am worried Jesus won’t love me.”

While many congregations usually discuss money when it’s Fall and the traditional time
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for stewardship campaigns, Christians are called to a lifestyle of giving / offering. Why?
Because our lives are an offering to God and that means our daily living. Giving does not
always involve giving money (and for the record YES Jesus loves you whether you ever
give a penny to a congregation), but can involve giving your time to volunteer, giving
away things you have a lot of (blankets, clothing, furniture, yarn, food, you name it!)
Notice how your giving can affect other things in a positive way. For example: If you
give away extra / unused things instead of throwing them our you are practicing recycling
/ reuse so your helping God’s creation by not putting things in a landfill. Giving is part of

who we are as the baptized people of God for the sake of the world. Below I have
included five of my favorite faith filled reasons to give and how they make a difference. I
hope that as we celebrate the coming of Spring / Summer and the abundant life and
plenty around us you will also enjoy some of the ways the abundance each of us has
received from Christ makes a difference in our community / world.

Yours in Christ,
Pr. Nicole
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Council Meeting
This month there is a council meeting on Tuesday, May 21st at 6:00 p.m.
at Hope.

Council highlights from the April 16 meeting

● Join us Sunday, May 5th at 12:00 p.m. (Cinco de Mayo) for a build
your own taco bar! A free will donation will be taken at the door and
all proceeds go to out kitchen renovation fund. In addition to tacos we
will have empanadas made by the Three Rivers Hispanic community,
and margarita pies. We will have guest speaker Ms. Paty Arciga who
will talk with us about Mexican culture and history while we eat.

● Come visit us at our booth during the Island City Festival on Saturday,
June 1st! We will have special activity bags for children, information
about our worshiping community, and fun crafts for sale! We look
forward to seeing you there!

● A kitchen clean up day is scheduled for Friday, May 24th from 10:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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A REMINDER

The church restrooms are still one-person-at-a-time. This was put in place
not only because of Covid, but to make any LGBTQ+ visitors comfortable
using our facilities. Please continue to observe the signs.

Help us Worship at Hope

We are looking for readers, greeters, communion
assistants, acolytes, and
altar guild to help us celebrate and worship God
on Sundays. Please consider
signing up by speaking to Marne Seiber or Pr.
Nicole. All ages are welcome
and no experience is needed and Pr. Nicole & Judi Gage are delighted to
meet with you to discuss how to serve in these roles. Thank you so much for
serving!

Acolyte: Helps the congregation worship by lighting the altar candles (baptism
candle when seasonally appropriate) at the beginning of service and putting
the candles out at the conclusion of worship. This role is one for everyone
from 2nd grade through adult. Needed at the primary Sunday worship service
and select special services only.

Reader: Helps the congregation worship by reading the Old Testament, leader
parts of the Psalm, and Second Reading. This role is one for everyone who
feels comfortable with reading Scripture; approximately 3rd grade through
adult. Readings are provided several days in advance via email and can be
provided earlier if requested. Needed at all worship services.

Assisting Minister: Help the congregation worship by leading the prayers,
carrying the Common Cup during Communion, reading the announcements
and the final dismissal. This role is one for everyone who feels comfortable
reading the prayers and announcements; probably best for teens through
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adults. Needed at all worship services.

Communion Assistant: Helps the congregation worship by carrying the tray
of individual cups during Communion. Needed at the primary Sunday
worship service and select special services only.

Cantor: Helps the congregation worship by singing the leader parts as noted in
the liturgy. This role is one for singers from teen through adult. Needed at the
primary Sunday worship service and select special services only where the
liturgy setting in use requires a cantor.

Choir: Helps the congregation worship by occasionally providing anthems and
introits as part of the service. Rehearsals are typically held after the 10:30
service and/or on Wednesday evenings with additional times scheduled as
needed. The choir does not typically sing every week and only sings at the
primary Sunday worship and select special services. While reading music and
choral experience is a definite plus, it is not required. The choir at Hope simply
works to “make a joyful noise” and bring music to the service which glorifies
God. This role is one for everyone of all ages who wishes to join in our
noise--making!

Greeter: Helps the congregation, especially visitors, feel welcomed as they
enter the building. Provides directions and answers questions regarding church
layout and necessary items for worship. Needed at primary Sunday worship
service and select special services. This role is one for individuals, couples, and
families of all ages.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This
list is confidential. In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs
for prayer. It is published in the eBlasts, worship bulletins, and the Together
Newsletter. They are also read out loud during worship. Tuesday Bible Study
Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope at 9:30 am and
prays for various prayer requests.

Prayer requests are coordinated by Judi Gage.
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Giving to Hope Lutheran Church

At Hope we seek to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ and to share the good news of
Jesus Christ in our community and world. Thank you for your generosity in helping

support our missions and outreach!

Give by Check
Checks made out to Hope Lutheran may be safely sent to:

Hope Lutheran Church

290 12th Street, Plainwell, MI 49080

Need Giving Envelopes?
Contact Keith Gage

Give Online

Give safe and securely with PayPal! Simply scan the QR Code below and you will
be directed through making an online donation to Hope. You can also schedule

recurring giving!
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Christian Neighbors

Items We Always Need Are:
● Oatmeal
● Jelly
● Pancake Mix
● Pancake Syrup
● Instant Mashed Potatoes
● Applesauce
● Canned Fruit
● Snack Items (chips, pretzels, granola

bars, etc.)
● Canned Ravioli
● Women’s Deodorant

March Financial Report
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Newsletter Information

Published 12 times per year
Do you want information in the next
monthly newsletter?
● Email

media.hopeplainwell@gmail.com
● Deadline: May 15, 2024

Feel free to email pictures,
announcements, or any other
information you would like to share
with the congregation in next month’s
newsletter!
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April and May Calendars
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
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- Sunday School (all ages) 9:15 A.M.
- Worship 10:30 A.M.

290 12th Street
Plainwell, MI 49080
Phone: 269-685-1348
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com
Pastor Email: hopelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org
Hope’s Facebook page: Hope Lutheran, Plainwell, MI
Hope’s YouTube channel: Hope Lutheran Church, Plainwell, MI
Office Hours: Tuesday 10-noon; Wednesday & Thursday 9-noon
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