
November 2024

Newsletter

“See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one
another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not

quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; abstain from every form of evil.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:15-22

Thank you. Those two words are often overlooked, underestimated, ignored,
and yet they carry a tremendous amount of power. Thanking someone is a
way to recognize they have done something for you. They have made the
burdens of life easier; they have served you in some way, they have noticed
you, they have cared for you. All of that and more is rolled into two simple
words “Thank you.” Yet even so how often do we in society take time to

thank everyone for doing something? Do we thank the person who bags our
groceries, so we don’t have to? Do we thank the person who takes time to
wait and hold a door for us because they want to show us love, respect, and
courtesy? Do we thank the person who takes our garbage, delivers our mail,

etc. or do we just take these services for granted?
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In his first letter to the church in Thessaloniki, the oldest New Testament
work, St. Paul tells them to rejoice always and give thanks no matter what
they are going through / experiencing. St. Paul is writing this to Christians
who are experiencing real persecution. They are routinely being excluded

from jobs because of their faith, they are being mocked, stereotyped,
physically assaulted, and in some cases murdered for their faith in Christ.
What is St. Paul’s advice for them? Don’t get mad, get even? An eye for an
eye? No. St. Paul tells them that under no circumstances should they meet

evil or sinful actions with the same. If someone does evil to them, they are to
respond with goodness. Even harder St. Paul tells them to give thanks (to

God) in all things. So, whether things are going well in their lives or poorly,
they are to give thanks and praise to God.

November is a month where we are called to reflect on what it means to give
thanks as a Christian. On Thanksgiving many in our society, religious or not,

will take time to reflect on what they are thankful for in their lives. As
Christians we are called in our baptisms to do this every day. The truth is this
is a spiritual discipline and can only be done with the grace of God. It’s easy to

give thanks when you come into unexpected money, pay off a debt, are
healthy, etc. It’s hard to give thanks and praise to God when you are

struggling with debt, when you get a diagnosis you didn’t expect, when a
loved one dies, etc.

Yet we are called in our baptisms to give thanks and praise to God for his
goodness no matter what we are going through. Why? Because giving thanks
in all things reminds us and others of our inherent dignity as human beings
who bear the image of God, strengthens our faith in the promises of God,

reminds us of God’s deep and abiding love for us and all creation, shows the
love of Christ to others, and can inspire others around us.

Thank you. When is the last time you said this? Who might you have
overlooked in saying these powerful words to? As we are preparing to

celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, I hope that you and your loved ones have
a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving. I hope that you take some time to pray
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together and reflect on what you are thankful for in your life, what blessings
God has given you, and what your hopes are for the coming year. I hope that
you will find comfort that in Word and Sacrament the Triune God freely
offers you endless grace that by the Holy Spirit you can be freed to give

thanks in all things. I hope above all you know how deeply thankful I am to
have each of you as part of my life and that of my family.

Wishing you and your loved ones a Happy Thanksgiving!
Yours in Christ,

Pr. Nicole

A Thanksgiving prayer for personal or communal use
“Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every
day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give
thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.” (Sundays and Seasons)
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Stewardship Message

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This list is

confidential. To be listed in the prayer chain please contact Judi Gage.

In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs for prayer. It is published in

the worship bulletins, and the Together Newsletter. They are also read out loud during

worship. Please make sure the person / persons you want prayed for have given their

permission to be listed and are aware our services are streamed online. To be listed in

our prayer list please contact Pr. Nicole.

Tuesday Bible Study Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope at 9:30

am and prays for various prayer requests. To be listed in the Tuesday bible study prayers

please contact Judi Gage or Pat Vance.
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Giving to Hope Lutheran Church

At Hope we seek to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ and to share the good news of Jesus
Christ in our community and world. This happens because of the faithful giving of so many.

Thank you so much for your support!

Give by Check
Checks made out to Hope Lutheran may be safely sent to:

Hope Lutheran Church

290 12th Street, Plainwell, MI 49080

Give Online

Give safe and securely with PayPal! Simply scan the QR Code below and you will be directed
through making an online donation to Hope.

Christian Neighbors

Items We Always Need Are:
● Oatmeal
● Jelly
● Pancake Mix
● Pancake Syrup
● Instant Mashed Potatoes
● Applesauce
● Canned Fruit
● Snack Items (chips, pretzels, granola bars,

etc.)
● Canned Ravioli
● Women’s Deodorant
● Items for those with dietary needs: low

sodium, no sugar added, sugar free,
gluten free, vegan.
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October Council Highlights

The new automatic door openers have been installed.
The next council meeting will be Tuesday, December 17th at 5:00 p.m.

October Financial Report
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Newsletter Information

Published 12 times per year
Do you want information in the next
monthly newsletter?

● Email
media.hopeplainwell@gmail.com

● Deadline: The 10th of each month.

Feel free to email pictures, announcements,
or any other information you would like to
share with the congregation in next month’s
newsletter!
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December Calendar

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
- Sunday School (all ages) 9:15 A.M. (no classes during the summer months)
- Worship 10:30 A.M. (in person and on Facebook Live)

290 12th Street
Plainwell, MI 49080
Phone: 269-685-1348
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com
Pastor Email: hopelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org
Hope’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranPlainwellMI
Office Hours: Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - noon, Wednesday: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m., Thursday: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
The office is closed whenever Plainwell schools are closed and for major holidays.
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