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Stewardship: A Life of Faith 

 
“[Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” – Mark 

12:42-44 

Many of us are probably familiar with this Bible story. Jesus and his disciples are sitting 
outside the Temple treasury after Jesus has finished preaching / teaching and a poor 
widow comes and makes her offering to the Temple. On the surface it seems straight 
forward. It’s a story about giving money to the Temple or today to the Church. To be fair 
that is certainly part of this story, but like all stories in holy scripture there are layers of 
meaning. 

Yes, Jesus praises the widows generosity, and yes Jesus talked A LOT about money / 
possessions in his earthly ministry.[1] Why? It was not because Jesus wanted to give those 
who are wealthy a permanent guilt trip, it was not to teach that being economically poor 
automatically brings salvation and economic wealth brings damnation, it was not to cause 
congregations to dread that time of year when stewardship season comes. 
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One of the reasons Jesus talked a lot about money / wealth / possessions is because he 
knew that money can separate us from God and each other when we obsess over it, when 
we weaponize it, and when too many people in need suffer from lack of it. All these are 
major concerns that God has and reveals in the Old Testament which Jesus is steeped in. 

Jesus praises the widow’s offering because she truly believes that God will provide what 
she needs even if she does not know how. She believes that the Temple will fulfill its holy 
obligation to use the offerings to provide for those in need in various ways. In her giving 
she is both praising God, but also reminding the Temple and it’s administration / 
authorities that they have a job to do: provide for the needs of others in the name of God. 

Stewardship is about faith, hope, and trust in God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It’s about 
celebrating that God appoints each of us and gives us various gifts to use to glorify God, 
serve others, and thus grow in our own faith. Stewardship is not a one time event but a 
lifestyle. Stewardship is all about discipleship. Next month (February) we will enter a time 
of stewardship at Hope. We will hear in holy scripture how stewardship is a holistic way 
of life that includes economics, the environment, worship, and even self-care! 

I hope that this time will be one of joy for you as we hear again that everyone, regardless 
of gender, age, ethnicity, economic status, etc. IS given gifts / talents / and abilities that 
uniquely proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and that the Kingdom of God has come 
near. We will conclude the season on Sunday, February 16th with a special potluck lunch 
following worship. 

  

Yours in Christ, 
Pr. Nicole 
 

 

 

 

 

 
[1] Matthew 13:44-46, Matthew 18:23-35, Matthew 19:16-22,  Matthew 20:1-16, Matthew 25:14-30, 
Luke 6:20-26, Luke 19:12-27, Luke 12:13-21, Luke 16:19-31, etc. This also does not include all the Old 
Testament and other New Testament references to money / possessions.  
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    Christmas at Hope 
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Council Meeting 
The next council meeting is on Tuesday, February 18 at 6:00 p.m. at Hope. 
Have questions about council or it’s meetings? Please speak with a council 
representative: Nancy Gregory, Marne Sieber, Veronica Johnson, Roxy 
Reed, Karen Crane, Sandy Hodge, or Pr. Nicole.  

 

Hope Lutheran Church Council Highlights 

December 17,  2024 

The last Council Meeting of 2024 took place at the home of Chuck and Nancy 

Gregory. Business was conducted, followed by a nice dinner and fellowship.        
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Earth Tips 
Environmental good news to give you January hope! 

Because we have a special relationship with Guatemala, we can rejoice that 
deforestation in the Guatemalan mountains is being eradicated. The Arbor 
Day Foundation and the Nature Conservancy have combined forces to help 
the Guatemalan government and 12 local Mayan groups to plant more than 
200,000 trees in parts of the mountains that have been deforested. This will 
prevent further erosion, restore an important part of the culture of the area, 

and prevent temperature escalation and drought. 
And in Michigan, Solar Faithful, Feeding America and Interfaith Power and 

Light have been awarded two 20 million dollar grants, one for work in Detroit 
and one for work in Benton Harbor. The agencies will organize and make 

possible sustainable power for churches that serve their communities with 
food banks and soup kitchens. In Benton Harbor, this means that 94 

buildings will be made into resilience hubs – equipped with more efficient 
power sources and equipped so that, if there is a power outage, they will be 

able to serve as a source of power, food and warmth. What is amazing to 
me about this is that each building will be able to run off of a fully charged 

electric vehicle for five days via bidirectional charging! 
I’ve mentioned Solar Faithful several times before. In their two years of 

existence, they have helped almost 100 churches in Michigan be financially 
able to install solar power. These projects in Detroit and Benton Harbor are 
a new direction for them, though they will still be working with churches as 

well. 
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FREE STUFF 
 

1) If you are a hard-of-hearing senior, you are eligible for a closed-caption 
phone free of charge. These phones enable you to read what the 

other person is saying, just as on a closed-caption TV. The program is 
run by the U.S. government and is totally free. They bring the phone to 

your home, install it, and teach you how to use it. There are two 
strings attached: you must have a computer or other device that they 
can hook it up to because they need to monitor minutes of usage (no, 

they don’t actually listen to your calls); you must also arrange for 
someone to return the device when you die. 

Bill had one of these and it allowed him to make calls more easily. If 
you are interested, ask your audiologist to arrange for it. 

2) On a personal note, I have a Christian belt buckle for a 1-1.5 inch belt 
that I would like to give someone if they want it. See me in church or 

give me a call. 
Pat Vance 

 

      
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT HOPE  

Prayer Chain - this Prayer List is for Urgent or Special requests for prayer. This 

list is confidential. To be listed in the prayer chain please contact Judi Gage. 

In Our Prayers List - this list is for general or on-going needs for prayer. It is 

published in the worship  bulletins. They are also read out loud during worship. 

Please make sure the person / persons you want prayed for have given their 

permission to be listed and are aware our services are streamed online. To be 

listed in our prayer list please contact Pr. Nicole. 

Tuesday Bible Study Prayer List - The Tuesday Bible Study Group meets at Hope 

at 9:30 am and prays for  various prayer requests.  To be listed in the Tuesday 

bible study prayers please contact Judi Gage or Pat Vance. 

 

Giving to Hope Lutheran Church 

At Hope we seek to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ and to share the good news of 
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Jesus Christ in our community and world. This happens because of the faithful 
giving of so many. Thank you so much for your support! 

Give by Check 
Checks made out to Hope Lutheran may be safely sent to: 

Hope Lutheran Church 

290 12th Street, Plainwell, MI 49080 

 
Need Giving Envelopes? 

Contact Keith Gage 
 

Give Online 

Give safe and securely with PayPal! Simply scan the QR Code below and you will be 
directed through making an online donation to Hope.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Neighbors 
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Items We Always Need Are: 
● Oatmeal 
● Jelly 
● Pancake Mix 
● Pancake Syrup 
● Instant Mashed Potatoes 
● Applesauce 
● Canned Fruit 
● Snack Items (chips, pretzels, granola bars, 

etc.) 
● Canned Ravioli 
● Women’s Deodorant 
● Items for those with dietary needs: low 

sodium, no sugar added, sugar free, 
gluten free, vegan. 

 

 
      Hope’s items for Christian Neighbors for February are: Canned Soups and 

Ramen Noodles. 
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December Financial Report 
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Have Something for the Newsletter? 

Articles are due each month on the 10th. If you will be submitting 
pictures please make sure you have the person/persons permission 

to do so.  
 

Email: media.hopeplainwell@gmail.com 
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February 2025 Calendar 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Sunday School: (all ages) 9:15 A.M. (no classes during the summer months) 
Worship: Sundays at 10:30 A.M. in person and on Facebook Live 
Mailing Address: 290 12th Street, Plainwell, MI 49080  
Phone: 269-685-1348    
Office email: office.hopeplainwell@gmail.com    
Pastor Email: hopelutheranpastor@gmail.com  
Webpage: hopeplainwell.org  
Hope’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranPlainwellMI  
Pastoral Office Hours: Tuesday 10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

      Office Hours: Tuesday 9-noon; Wednesday 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., 
      and Thursday 4:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
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